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Where Circle City Corvair Club meets
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Indiana’s Giant

CCC President Beck &
First Lady Gloria invite YOU
to the next CCC event !

Plan to attend the next CCC General Meeting
Saturday October 18th at Hubler Chevrolet

Fun begins at 10 am then we have a lunch cruise planned to
“Squealers BBQ” 390 E. High St in Mooresville. Following
lunch plan to cruise to “GR Auto Gallery”
2461 Reeves Rd in Plainfield.

The meeting agenda will include a “tech-
time” discussion so bring your issues or

something to brag about! Most important
will be the CCC Officer Nomination pro-

Try A Delicious Old

cess. Please consider getting involved asa % 1 Fashion Coca oty
- ORI VIh A Burst Of
club officer—come to the meeting or con- Eaa——— Cheres 1mons

tact a current officer for more information.
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CCC Member Profile: Richard Campi

An Abbreviated History of My 1965 Corsa Corvair

by Richard Campi

My strawberry red 1965 Corsa
Corvair convertible was originally purchased
by me, when new, in Logansport, IN as a hard-
top sedan. The car was white with an €ighth
inch red pinstripe all around the vehicle at the
crease, The interior was all red. The price was
very good there and then!

I have enjoyed driving this car very
much for over five decades and over half a
million miles. At less than 7000 miles, I
converted the factory Firestone tires to
Michelin steel belted tires which kept it on the
road with much more certainty. Previously,
every time a semi-truck would pass me coming
the opposite way, the Corvair would tend to do
a side hop. At an undisclosed increased speed,
the front of the car tended to lift of f the

pavement losing traction and ability to steer
(planing). These tendencies grasped my attention,
hence the change of tires!

I especially enjoyed at times, the interior
carrying capacity. With the back seat folding down I
could carry many large items. Many people with these
cars would utilized the front trunk fo ice drinks for
picnics!

When I first lived near 38™ St and High
School Road in NW Indy, I had the cdr serviced at the
Lafayette Square Sears. I purchased "Lifetime
Warranty” mufflers and batteries until they refused
to honor their own replacement agreements. After
much complaining, they refunded my original price.
(Did I win my fight with Sears?)

In 1980, I had a trailer hitch put on the
Corvair and purchased a Coleman Versa Trailer. This
helped in 1983, when I moved from NE Indy to my
present house in Fountain Square towing many loads of
boxes and stuff. I did have 13 larger items such grand
piano, refrigerator, stove, etc. moved professionally.

I drove the Corvair to visit my sister and family in
Burlington, VT in 1984. While there, I found and
purchased a Scamp Travel Trailer, the towed it back
to Indy over hill and dale of impressive topography.

In the late 80's, I paid $2000 to have my
Corvair (professionally???) painted yellow like my ‘75
Triumph Spitfire. The paint job was fair, but they lost
trim parts and damaged my windshield and body work.
I took it to court and won the case with damages, but

the business was set up that so that one could not
collect in any law suit.

I did join the CCC in the late 1980's; but with
mine as a daily driver, it was a poor example. I didn't
get involved at that time. By the 1990's, it was a "rust
bucket".

Dan Brizendine has been my car's doctor for
over four decades. The last two times he saw it at
Hubler Chevrolet before restoration, he condemned
the body of the vehicle. He told me that sometime I
would be going down the road and maybe run over
pieces of my own car. Susan thought that her feet
might go through the passenger side floor. We
discussed the extensive work the car body would need
or the possibility of moving all mechanisms 1o a
different body.




Richard Campi Profile (con’t)

I then looked on eBay (my first time). I found I finally obtained the car just a few days be-
a'65 Corvair convertible body for $565 in a little fore we were to leave. I was glad to drive there with
town near the Hudson River and West Point, NY. Su- others from the club, because they made several mo-
san's sister was having a surprise 50™ Birthday Party tor adjustments along the way and at the convention.

I put the newly red convertible Corsa in the
concourse judging. I did this for more than one con-
cern. I logically knew that I would find out all that was
out of order. I certainly did. To my dismay, my car was
the only one in that judging not to be of "gold
standard” which is a minimum of 350 of 400 points. My
car received 345 Points or "silver standard”. When I
refurned to IN, I immediately drove it to Hubler and
paid $3600 additional to have done what was to have
been already finished at the other shop.

In spite of these expenses, I have always en-
Joyed my Corvair and want to keep it original or as
in MD in Dec., 2009. We drove our SUV there for a original (stock).
short visit then on to see the Corvair. It was a Corsa
140hp convertible without the motor. We paid for K3
it, rented a U-Haul car trailer nearby, and towed :
the body back to IN.

I had discussed, at a place of restoration,
the estimated cost of transposing all of my car's
"quts” into the convertible body and having it end
up as a “show car” including the time frame for
completion. We took the rusty car and the pur-
chased body there. I wanted to drive to and at-
tend the 2010 National CORSA Convention in Ce-
dar Rapids, Towa in June. With a month to go, I
demanded that it be finished. It wasalready 3
times longer in the shop than estimated. It was
also 2 and # times more expensive than originally
estimated.

Richard Campi & Susan

Beauchamp kept CCC members
in the holiday spirit as they

portrayed “Santa & Mrs. Claus”

In this photo Santa is comparing
notes with CCC member

Jean Allen.

Watch this space next month to
learn more about Richard’s
unique and interesting work

career and Corvair stories!
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From the desk of CCC member’s Allen & Tonjua Toon.......

On Saturday September 20th we attended the Schmellville Com-
munity Car Show in Schmellville, IN. There were 68 entries and Allen

won a Top 40 award for the older class of cars and also won the
“Club Choice” award for his beautiful 1966 Corvair Monza

Convertible! We had never been to Schmellville (fun to say!) which is
about one hour south of Scotland and east of Jasper. It was a nice

show with many impressive cars! Because he won the Club Choice
award, Allen’s car along with the Best of Show winner’s car will be
featured on the 2026 trophies!

We are having a great 2025 car show time!

Al Toon bringing home the car show hardware in 2025
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Vairs in the Valley Car Show 2025 by CCC member Rod Lasley

I had previously heard a lot about the Vairs in the Valley car show in Maggie Valley,
North Carolina, hosted by the North Carolina Mountain Corvair Club. Since the nation-
al convention was in California this year, I decided to attend a couple of different shows
that I don’t usually make it to, due to attending the convention. As I previously wrote, the
DACC Homecoming was one (article in a previous ValveClatter issue), and Vairs in the
Valley was the second. However, for this trip I did not take the Yelocar. 7 72 hours one
way with some decent hills and valleys was a little more than I wanted to attempt.

I traveled down on the Thursday before the event and got checked into the Smoky Falls
Lodge. This was a locally owned hotel, which I am not always comfortable with selecting,
but the online reviews were excellent and it turned out to be a great place to stay. As I
was walking out from dinner in the hotel restaurant, there were four Corvairs in the
parking lot, so I walked over to check them out and met the owners of three of the cars;
two brothers and a son-in-law of one of the brothers. They were from North Carolina
and were super guys to talk with about their cars. One of the brothers had had his Cor-
vair 500 since he was 14 years old! The son-in-law had a LM 4-door that he had painted
a bright green and themed it after Marvin the Martian! It was definitely green, but it was
well done.

The next morning, I did some exploring in the area and took a couple of small hikes, one
leading to the Soco Falls located on the edge of the Cherokee Indian Reservation. Very
pretty and enjoyable, however there is definitely no lack of incline on the trails in North
Carolina. Lol. The second hike was an aggressive trail up to Waterrock Knob Overlook.
This spot was located along the Blue Ridge Parkway. I definitely worked up a good sweat,
although it was gorgeous fall day.

After grabbing a bite of lunch, I ventured down to the show field and there were several
Corvairs preparing for the road rally. Before the rally started I was able to walk around
and check out those that were there and again talked with some great folks that were so
nice and willing to talk for as long as you wanted. I talked with a group of guys and
heard some great stories about their time with Corvairs and about previous generation
owners and various Corvairs tales that had occurred through the years. It was a very en-
joyable afternoon. At the conclusion of the rally, and before dinner, a Vairs in the Valley
tradition is for all of the Corvairs to parade through town on their way to dinner. Fifty-
one Corvairs traveled the mile long street through Maggie Valley, culminating with a
group photo in an open parking lot. Then the attendees enjoyed dinner at a local eatery
and brewery in town. After dinner, I was fortunate to meet and hang out with Sean
White, the owner of the “Flooded Corvair” and creator of Auto Anatomy (I forgot to get
a picture with him, ugh.) You have probably seen his YouTube videos online. If not, I
would encourage you to check them out. They are well done and are a great visual re-
source for various repairs and improvements to the Corvair.
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Vairs In The Valley (con’t)

The following morning (Saturday) was “show day”. In addition to the 51 Cor-
vairs noted for the parade, there were approximately another 20 Corvairs that
arrived for the show. Seventy-plus Corvairs in one spot was a great show! I spent
several hours just walking the field and observing the cars and talking with own-
ers. It was another beautiful day, in a beautiful setting, enjoying great cars and
great people. What could be better?! At the conclusion of the day, I made the trek
back to Indiana with an even greater desire to get the Silvair back from the paint
shop and get it finished up, and as Willie Nelson sings, On the Road Again! It’s
been a great summer to visit shows/events that I had not previously attended and
to meet a lot of great folks from around the country. All because of our quirky
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2025 Club Service Directory

Corvair Repair Work Carry-in component rebuilding. Some NOS and used parts.

Dan Brizendine 317-862-3550 debrizo@comcast.net

Corvair Repair Work Mike McKeel 765-358-3930
Corvair Repair Work and Parts Paul Fox 317-847-7913
Printing Services, Embroidery, Screen Printing KC Designs Karl Clark 812-876-4020

Club Events and Activities

Saturday August General meeting at Hubler Chevrolet. Lunch cruise to
16th "Distinguished Wien" in Mooresville.

17+h

Monday Sep‘rember CCC Annual Labor Day Picnic & Corvair Car Show at Southeastway
1st Park. 10 am arrival with lunch at Noon. Members bring a covered
dish. *No September meeting at Hubler.

Saturday October ] General meeting at Hubler. Lunch at Squealer BBQ near Mooresville
18th then cruise "GR Auto Gallery” in Plainfield

Saturday November || General meeting at Hubler
15th
6th

Valve Clatter is the monthly newsletter of the Circle City Corvairs, a Chapter of the Corvair Society of America (CORSA). We welcome
story ideas and articles for publication. Advertisements for cars and car parts, either wanted or for sale, are free. Send information to
newsletter editor Tom Miller.
2025 Club Officers Visit our web site: http://www.circlecitycorvairs.org
President: Dave Beck Ph. 317-409-5682
Vice President: Todd Stires Ph. 317-205-5900
Secretary: John Shull Ph. 765-620-4615
Treasurer: Rod Lasley Ph. 317-294-2871
Activity Coordinator: CCC Membership
Directors: Dan Brizendine Ph: 317-862-3550
Dale Smiley Ph. 317-742-7643
Carlton Smith Ph. 317-697-0318
Newsletter: Todd Stires Ph. 317-205-5900
Technical Advisors: Paul Fox Ph. 317-605-0724
Dan Brizendine Ph. 317 862-3550
Web Master: Rod Lasley Ph. 317-294-2871
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From CCC member Ron Bunten—-car show at his son’s church
in Camby, IN on Saturday Nov. 1st—S$15 registration
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FALL FAIR & CAR SHOW sty
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. WHEN: SATURDAY—NOVEMBER 1St
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TIME: 10AM-4PM

\a  PLACE: GRACE CHURCH 7
¢ @ 4172 E ALLISON RD. CAMBY, IN @L—

for more info or to REGISTER
TEXT FAIR TO (317)483-1525 OR
VISIT wwwDISCOVERGRACE net *
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FOR SALE - CORVAIR Parts & Items- FOR SALE:

Call, text or email Dan Brizendine 317-615-9237 or debrizo@comcast.net

Qty:
3 NOS °60-’61 distributor caps.....$13 each
6 NOS Standard bore cylinders, made for ‘64 engines but will fit later
engines if spacer rings are used. $420 for the set or $75 each.
NOS ¢60-’64 steering idler arm ....$65
NOS set of side window vent shades for EM 4 door .... $80
NOS ¢60-°64 4-door, stainless side window vent shade —- $80
NOS ‘62—’67 complete Turbo distributor #1010298 in original box
looks new but shows evidence it was run for a short time .....$175
NOS ‘60—’69 throttle pedal with 2 holes, shaft and base ....$75
3 NOS turn signal switches for EM car or van ... $35 each

O S Y

k.

. NOS LM muffler strap.....$10
NOS 65 right rear wheel opening molding.
Forward lower section .... $30 each
GM NORS LM bolt clamp type positive battery cable...... $20
GM NORS, LM bolt clamp type negative battery cable.....$14

NOS, LM door latch pillar cap, left and right, paint-to-match....... $8
each

Dan has many loose engine, trans, carb, suspension, and
electrical parts available .

**Also FOR SALE by CCC Member Ron Bunten**

CAR COVER for a CORVAIR!! $40 multi-layer waterproof exterior
with cotton flannel like interior. Will not scratch! Elastic corners
and ends. Perfect condition! $40 Contact Ron at 317-590-2056
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“Where’s Waldo?” Gloria Beck recently spotted shopping
for a used car while on a bike ride!
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