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Greetings Corvair Fans 

Our next gathering is in Pittsboro, In. at the park for our 
annual Corsa Birthday Party celebration.  Please bring a 
side dish and the club will provide the main course, drinks 
and plates etc.  Also, please bring a gift or item you would 
like to donate for our auction, always fun, and the proceeds 
are for the club treasury to help keep us solvent.  No need 
to wrap as people will have time to look things over in prep-
aration for a bid.  If you have an item of more value, you 
may place a reserve price on it.  Still the money collected 
will go to the club.  There will be no meeting at Hubler 
Chevy so go directly to the park near the only stoplight in 
town.  This is a place we hope to display our cars and 
should have many people at the park looking at them. 

Thank you all who attended the tech session/meeting at my and Gloria's home during 
our last meeting.  It was cool and wet but eating pizza and chicken wings under a tin 
roof while listening to the rain is a great morning.  We had a good turnout and lots of 
car talk but no work due to weather.  VP Todd and Alice did drive the only Corvair that 
day! 

Gloria and I just returned from a weeklong trip in the Ultra Van to Beaumont Arkan-
sas, home of Sam Walton and the Walmart beginnings.  This is an interesting town 
where you can tour the first Walmart store and hear the story of the family through the 
years.  Along with that the Crystal Bridges American Art Museum that sets on 135 
acres and all of this is free to visit.  Only 600 miles from Indy this is a great destination 
for any family whether you're interested in art, sculpture or Walmart history or not.  
The drive through southern Missouri is beautiful in the spring with farmers working 
the fields and I am sure the fall colors would rival any other area as it is very hilly and 
rolling. 

Thank you all for your club participation and ideas for future events and meeting plac-
es. 

Pres. Dave Beck 

The CCC President Speaks: 

VALVE CLATTER 
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SEE YOU THIS SATURDAY !! 
Join us for the May CCC General Meeting/CORSA Birthday Party/ 
Benefit Auction on May 16th 10 am @ Scamahorn Park in Pittsboro 

Bring your Corvair out for a great day of fellowship and bring an 
item (and your cash!) for our club auction!  

 Always an entertaining event!  

Chicken and pulled pork meal provided and please bring a covered 
dish or dessert to share.  Gather & mingle starting at 10 am 

Lunch served at Noon followed by a wild and crazy auction! 

Scamahorn Park  130 East Main St  Pittsboro, IN 

 



3 3 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Springfest in Helen, Georgia 
By Al & Tonjua Toon, CCC Members 

Wednesday, April 15
th
 we headed south on I69 in our 66 Monza Convertible for our 

first visit to Springfest.  After a long hot drive through Kentucky and Tennessee we 
stopped late in the afternoon in Chattanooga.  We have always driven through there 
but never stopped to see the sights and we have viewed See Rock City on barn roofs 
across the Midwest since we were kids.  We visited Lookout Mountain, Ruby Falls, 
and Rock City before we left on Thursday afternoon for Helen.  Ruby Falls is the larg-
est underground waterfall in the US and the second largest in the world.  There are 
huge expensive homes on top of Lookout Mountain, and there are lots of rock gar-
dens and ancient rock formations to see at Rock City.  We are so glad we stopped 
there on the way.  

 

Thursday, we drove through the mountains of Georgia and had lunch at the Boxcar 
Grill in Talking Rock across the street from the Petticoat Junction Hotel.  We finally ar-
rived at the Fairfield Inn for the long weekend, had dinner at the Hofbrauhaus German 
restaurant, and visited with other Corvair owners at the hotel.  Friday morning, we 
cleaned the inch of pollen off the car and headed over to registration.  We watched the 
Auto Cross, had lunch at Dottie’s Kitchen, and participated in the Road Rally, which 
took us through the mountains of Georgia and North Carolina. Friday night we had 
dinner at the Troll Tavern and walked around town.  Saturday morning, we got up and 
cleaned the inch of pollen off the car again and went to the show.  There were 78 cars 
that participated and we met and talked to Abigail Mario, who was a first-time Corvair 
owner.  We had BBQ for lunch after the show and went to the Nora Mill Granary Grist 
Mill and County Store.  This was a 4

th 
generation ran family mill, and they had some 

great items to purchase.  We also visited the Jumpin’ Goat Coffee Roasters and 
brought home some very good coffee.  That evening we attended the awards dinner. 
Allen came home without any awards, however he won the 50/50 that was $211.  That 
paid for our gas for the trip. 

 

On Sunday, April 19
th
 we left the hotel around 8 am and south of Knoxville jumped off 

75 and cut through Tennessee to Bowling Green, KY.  It was a cool day, but a very 

nice drive home.  We didn’t have any trouble with the car, and it was a good trip. 
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“Springfest with The Toons” 
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2026 Circle City Corvairs REMINDERS: 

Be sure to visit the club website “circlecitycorvairs.org”  to stay 
informed with past Valve Clatter newsletters.  Also visit the 
“Members” tab to view the CCC members photos of their car or 
car’s!  A link to a complete CCC Membership list is there also but 
requires a password to view.  Contact our webmaster Rod Lasley 
to obtain password or to submit photo’s and updated contact info. 

(rodlasley@gmail.com or text 317-294-2871) 

 

Also , if you have an article, car show info, Corvair cars or parts 
for sale, fun photo’s etc. etc.—please send to Valve Clatter editor 
Todd Stires at 317-205-5900 or “tstires@comcast.net”  

 

Fun times at the April CCC “Tech Session” at Beck’s Barn 
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Abigail Mario’s First Corvair 
By Tonjua Toon 

 

On the trip to Helen, Georgia we met Abigail who was a 23-year-old first grade teacher 
in her first year of teaching from Chuluota, Florida.  Abigail bought the 1960 Jade 
Green 700 Deluxe in 2024 from someone in Florida who had purchased the car in 
2021 from Larry Claypool.  It was in the National Corvair Museum in Illinois before Lar-
ry sold it.   

 

After Abilgail purchased the car, she was driving it in 2025 and was in an accident.  

She decided to do a complete restoration, which took 8 months.  She took the car 

completely apart and a friend of the family fixed the body and painted it the original 

Jade Green color.  Abigail then put it all back together restoring the original trunk mat 

and hand sewing the seat cover, so she could keep as much as possible from the orig-

inal car.  The only things new on the car are 3-point seat belts and the dash pad.  She 

described in detail how she repaired the trunk mat, because she wanted to keep the 

original one. Most people would have trashed it and purchased a new one.  It is a 

beautiful car, and she did a great job with the restoration.  Abigail is part of the Central 

Florida Corvair Club. 
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Treveling with Dave & Gloria Beck thru Arkansas in their 
1968 Corvair-powered Ultra Van!  They are so cool! 
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Upcoming Car Shows 

Sunday June 28th—Wanamaker Old Settler’s Day 

Saturday July 18th—Kiwanis Kar Show, Falls Park Pendleton 

Sunday July 19th—Hendricks County Fair Car Show 

     Reg at 2 pm, awards at 5 pm—meet Ron Bunten at 1:15 pm 
in Avon McDonald’s near Kroger to enter as a group  

CORVAIR line drawings courtesy of  artist Jamie Graham for Chicagoland  

Corvair Enthusiasts (CCE) club calendar in early 1980’s 

 



9 9 

 
 

 
 

 

2026 CCC Club Service Directory & Calendar  

Corvair Repair Work, Carry-in component rebuilding -Some NOS and used parts   
 Dan Brizendine  317-862-3550  debrizo@comcast.net 

Corvair Repair Work     Mike McKeel  765-358-3930 

Corvair Repair Work     Paul Fox       317-847-7913 

Printing, Embroidery, Screen Printing  KC Designs—Ken Clark  812-876-4020     

                                                                                                                         

 

  

   

Saturday 
May 16th 

2026—10 am 

CCC Gen Mtg/CORSA Birthday Party and  
club auction @ Scamahorn Park in Pittsboro 

Join us for a fun filled day of food, 
 Corvair fellowship and auction! Bring your cash 
and a covered dish for the fried  
chicken pitch-in lunch! 

Saturday 
June 20th 

 

CCC General Meering @ Hubler Chevrolet 
      10 am             8220 US 31 South 

Valve Clatter is the monthly newsletter of the Circle City Corvairs, a Chapter of the Corvair Society of America (CORSA).  We welcome story ideas and 
articles for publication.  Advertisements for cars and car parts, either  wanted or for sale, are free.  Send information to newsletter editor Todd Stires 

 

                2026         Club Officers                   Visit our web site:   http://www.circlecitycorvairs.org 

 

 President:  Dave Beck    Ph.   317-409-5682 

 Vice President: Todd Stires   Ph.   317-205-5900       Secretary: 
 John Shull    Ph.   765-620-4615     

 Treasurer:  Rod Lasley   Ph.   317-294-2871 

 Activity Coordinator:  CCC Membership 

 Directors:  Dan Brizendine   Ph:   317-862-3550 

   Dale Smiley   Ph.   317-742-7643 

   Carlton Smith   Ph.   317-697-0318 

 Newsletter: Todd Stires   Ph.   317-205-5900  

   Technical Advisors: Paul Fox    Ph.   317-605-0724 

   Dan Brizendine   Ph.   317 862-3550     

 Web Master: Rod Lasley   Ph.   317-294-2871 

http://www.circlecitycorvairs.org/
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P.O. Box 17325   Indianapolis, IN  46217-0325 

Our good friend 
Dave Tank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCC Board Member Carlton Smith showing fellow board members his 
current project at Carlton Smith Pipe Organ Restorations. 


