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Greetings Corvair Folks, 

 

What can be said about our February 21st meet-
ing that was held at the IMPD Horse Barn & K9 
facility except WHAT AN AMAZING EXPERI-
ENCE.  Our VP's wife Alice, who has worked 
with the horses there for going on 3 decades 
gave a plethora of information about the histo-
ry, duties and general experience of the horse 
patrol.  We were also treated to an officer show-
ing how to mount a 16-hand tall, 1400# horse 
from the ground and ride in the indoor arena 
while the horse kicked a large "beach ball".  
Sadly, Alice also explained the process of the funeral procession that by now has 
taken place for the death of another officer fallen in the line of duty, a special 
saddle and riderless horse leading. 

 

There were several new visitors, and the room was full of members, possibly due 
to the free coffee and donuts, thanks Todd and Alice for that nice touch!  Dave 
Luddington and wife Barbara was in attendance along with Dave's new flagpole 
holder accessory that now is a direct bolt on to your rear bumper with no addi-
tional drilling or hardware required.  Our club logo flags are also available.  
This is also manufactured for jeeps and other vehicles.  Board member Jan 
Bradley gave a great explanation of how a pacemaker/defibrillator is installed 
and works and lots of other non-Corvair related information was passed during 
our lunch at the "Workingman's Friend" bar and lunch cafe.  It was crowded 
and busy but an experience that won't soon be forgotten by all.  We certainly are 
an interesting and diverse crowd, and everyone contributes to what makes our 
club more than just Corvair related. 

 

The CCC President Speaks: 
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Now, if cars are your main interest, please do not miss our next meeting Sat-
urday 3-21, 10 a.m. that will be held at Skillman Classic Car Museum located 
at 1230 US 31 South, Greenwood, In.  This special free tour and experience 
was arranged by club member Eddie Pryor.  This display has been updated 
from our last visit there a couple of years ago.  Lunch will follow at Arni's 
Restaurant nearby.  Thank you all for making our gatherings fun and inter-
esting and special thanks to our treasurer and webmaster Rod Lasley who 
fields new member applications and up-
dated information that attracts visitors. 

 

Prez.  Dave Beck 
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Betty’s 1965 Monza Sedan 
w/factory AC 

Purchased in early 1970’s 
it was Betty’s daily driver 
for a number of years then 
parked as Betty had other 
Corvair’s to drive! 

 

Currently owned and  

being restored by CCC 
member  Ryan Bremer 
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It was a very sad day when we learned of Betty Gridley’s passing. It’s been a little over twenty years ago that Ed passed away.  She as well as 
Ed are part of the co-founders of Circle City Corvairs back in 1974.   

 

Betty had a 1963 Convertible (Black/Black) which she lovingly kept. She and Ed had multiple Corvairs (all boy styles and models) throughout 
the years.   She was truly immersed with the club organization as well as the cars. She and Ed (with other club members) would travel to vari-
ous local and distant Corvair events, besides just checking out other ‘Corvair Sightings’ that Ed would hear of or spot on his trips.  

 

She was also a wonderful ambassador for the club, without fail.  Always decked out in CCC shirts, jackets, and a smile, Betty was always very 
approachable, encouraging, and supportive.   

 

Betty (and Ed) would open up their home and garage to the club in the ‘early days’ for the club ‘Corsa Birthday Party and Auction’ event.  She 
would pack us in the family room, stuff us with wonderful food and friendship. Nobody left hungry, feeling down, or without some sort of do-
nated white elephant item or Corvair part. 

 

Betty was always there working, whether it was coordinating the activities, making arrangements, cooking the food (those hot dogs for Ed), 
cleaning up our messes, adding up the judging score sheets with Ruby Riddle; or just doing whatever needed to be done she just did it.  And 
since she had 3 boys and Ed (just a big kid) she just knew when there was some mischief going on. I knew when I heard my name in ‘that 
tone’ she figured I did something that deserved that mom’s look (we all know what that is). It seemed Ed and I (and sometimes Mike Bremer) 
just couldn’t get anything past her. 

 

After Ed passed away in 2006, she made the grand gesture that Ed’s memory would live on by sponsoring ‘The Ed Gridley Scholarship’.  This 
was open to a graduating high school senior or current college / continuing education student of a child or grandchild of a Circle City Corvair 
Club member.  She empowered a panel of CCC members to help her handle the efforts.  This continued for ten years, awarding thirteen schol-
arships to appreciative students.  

 

We all will miss her on this planet – she made it a better place; but she will join Ed, sons Eddie, and Tim in the next world.  I’m sure there will 
be plenty of hot dogs (maybe with ketchup and mustard) and some Corvairs to drive around.  I know I’ll feel her ‘Mom’s Look’ now and then 
whether I deserve it or not. 

 

  Respectfully submitted with fond memories by Bill Oates. 

Betty Gridley and son’s Mike 
and Tim at CCC/CORSA 
Birthday Party in Pittsboro. 

CCC Co-founding member  

Betty Gridley 

1930—2026 
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2026 Circle City Corvairs REMINDERS: 

Membership renewals are due and your $20 payment can be sent 
via check to P.O. Box 17325  Indianapolis, IN 46217-0325 

Or pay via our PayPal account “circlecitycorvairs@gmail.com” 

 

Be sure to visit the club website “circlecitycorvairs.org”  to stay 
informed with past Valve Clatter newsletters.  Also visit the 
“Members” tab to view the CCC members photos of their car or 
car’s!  A link to a complete CCC Membership list is there also but 
requires a password to view.  Contact our webmaster Rod Lasley 
to obtain password or to submit photo’s and updated contact info. 

(rodlasley@gmail.com or text 317-294-2871) 

 

Finally, if you have an article, car show info, Corvair cars or 
parts for sale, fun photo’s etc. etc.—please send to Valve Clatter 
editor Todd Stires at 317-205-5900 or “tstires@comcast.net”  

 

See you on March 21st @ 10 am—Our monthly CCC General Meeting will 
be at the “Skillman Classic Cars” 1230 US 31 South in Greenwood  

Lunch to follow at “Arni’s Restaurant”  1691 Curry Rd (off SR 135) 

  Great opportunity to tour an outstanding collection of classic cars!!! 
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CORVAIR line drawings courtesy of  artist Jamie Graham for Chicagoland  

Corvair Enthusiasts (CCE) club calendar in early 1980’s 
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CCC Member Welfare 
Dan Brizendine  says “thank-you” to all CCC members for the prayers 
and best wishes after taking a bad fall in early February. Once recovered 
Dan then had a pacemaker inserted  in late Feb 
and continues to be a good patient at home  per 
wife Judy!  

 

Also, we wish CCC member Scott McVicker a 
speedy recovery after an upcoming hip  

replacement surgery. 

Scott has ambitious spring plans to work on his 
’66 Corvair, ’66 Galaxie and his AMX so his 
positive outlook will insure a  successful new 
and improved hip!  Good luck Scott! 

 

 

 

PRICE REDUCES ! 1962 CORVAIR MONZA SEDAN-FOR SALE ! ! 

$2,000  Factory A/C, Tinted Glass, Canary Yellow exterior and interior 

Contact Larry Benkert @ 812-774-2930 or “benkertlarry@gmail.com” 

Corvair is located in Haubstadt, IN  - Car for sale only, no extra parts 
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(Owner Jerry Kinder  

car located in  

Shelbyville, IN)   
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2026 CCC Club Service Directory & Calendar  

Corvair Repair Work, Carry-in component rebuilding -Some NOS and used parts   
 Dan Brizendine  317-862-3550  debrizo@comcast.net 

Corvair Repair Work     Mike McKeel  765-358-3930 

Corvair Repair Work     Paul Fox       317-847-7913 

Printing, Embroidery, Screen Printing  KC Designs—Ken Clark  812-876-4020     

                                                                                                                         

 

Saturday 
March 21st 

2026—10 am 

CCC Gen Mtg @“SKILLMAN CLASSIC CARS” 
1231 US 31 South Greenwood.  

Lunch: ”Arni’s Restaurant” 1691 Curry Rd  

Saturday 
April 18th 

2026—10 am 

CCC Gen Mtg/WORKING TECH SESSION  
@“Dave Beck’s Garage” 7245 E.CR 400 N. 

 Brownsburg -Pizza lunch provided by CCC   

Saturday 
May 16th 

2026—10 am 

CCC Gen Mtg/CORSA Birthday Party and  
club auction @ Scamahorn Park in Pittsboro 

Join us for a fun filled day of food, 
 Corvair fellowship and auction! Bring your 
cash and a covered dish for the fried  
chicken pitch-in lunch! 

  

Valve Clatter is the monthly newsletter of the Circle City Corvairs, a Chapter of the Corvair Society of America (CORSA).  We welcome story ideas and 
articles for publication.  Advertisements for cars and car parts, either  wanted or for sale, are free.  Send information to newsletter editor Todd Stires 

 

                2026         Club Officers                   Visit our web site:   http://www.circlecitycorvairs.org 

 

 President:  Dave Beck    Ph.   317-409-5682 

 Vice President: Todd Stires   Ph.   317-205-5900       Secretary: 
 John Shull    Ph.   765-620-4615     

 Treasurer:  Rod Lasley   Ph.   317-294-2871 

 Activity Coordinator:  CCC Membership 

 Directors:  Dan Brizendine   Ph:   317-862-3550 

   Dale Smiley   Ph.   317-742-7643 

   Carlton Smith   Ph.   317-697-0318 

 Newsletter: Todd Stires   Ph.   317-205-5900  

   Technical Advisors: Paul Fox    Ph.   317-605-0724 

   Dan Brizendine   Ph.   317 862-3550     

 Web Master: Rod Lasley   Ph.   317-294-2871 

http://www.circlecitycorvairs.org/
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P.O. Box 17325   Indianapolis, IN  46217-0325 

Our good friend 
Dave Tank 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:  Saturday April 18th the CCC General 
Meeting will be a TECH SESSION at President Beck’s compound in 
Brownsburg!  Bring your Corvair and get assistance from fellow club 
members—meet in Dave’s spacious barn and use his lift if necessary 
to get underneath that Corvair!  Bring a lawn chair and pray for good 
weather—Pizza lunch provided! 


