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The CCC President Speaks:

May in Review,

Our Corsa Birthday Party turned out to be a little wet and
cooler than we had hoped for but none the less enjoyable with
great food and another successful auction. We scheduled the
date a month later than previous years in hopes of better
weather and not interfering with Easter but prior the Memorial
Day. In spite of this we were down in attendance and only VP
Todd & Alice were in their Corvair. Thank you all so much
for bringing the side dishes of food and deserts and as always
Jean Allen for all the glazed donuts as an appetizer??? (I had
3) Our next meeting will be at Hubler Chevy June 20 on Sat-
urday 10 am. Gloria and I will be out of town with the Ultra
Van in Pennsylvania but please attend and be nice to Todd as
he leads things.
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Dave Luddington passed to me several boxes and many years
of Corsa Communique magazines that he acquired during a recent purchase of Corvair
related items. I have been reading through each one and keeping out some of special
interest to me or others I thought might get some information from them. So much his-
tory and fantastic stories along with tech information from years past, it makes for
good reading on a rainy day, thank you Dave. If you are not a Corsa member please
consider joining to support our hobby.

One more thing, if you have an opportunity to promote club membership to anyone in
our state please do as we need to keep the group alive with more and hopefully young-
er members. If someone is too far away to attend meetings, you could possibly suggest
another nearby state closer for them. It really doesn't cost much to be a part of an
interesting group of folks with such diverse skill-sets and all of out clubs can support
each other as we are not in competition or rivals but people who have the same

interest of CORVAIRS.

Prez. Dave



We recently learned of the passing of Susan Beauchamp, wife of CCC
member Richard Campi. Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers
and plan to attend the Celebration of Life on June 17th.

Susan Virginia Beauchamp
June 17, 1943 — April 24, 2026
Indianapolis

"Susan, 82, passed away on April 24th, Friday, at 10:20 pm peace-
fully being greatly loved by all that had come across her. She was
exceedingly true to me and as a mother, grandmother, and great
grandmother was totally warm and outgoing with all. Her light,
warmth, and glow of happiness will be remembered and missed by
all. A celebration of her life will be held June 17th.

Susan was such of a part of me and I of her that our love is and ev-
er shall be eternal.

Susan was immersed in her art profession, its manifestations that when she couldn’t any longer she
became somewhat crippled in her charter in her life’s expressions.

From the time I met my dear Susan, life was very different and we want life together with added ful-
fillment and a comfort of happiness that never could have been fulfilled otherwise.

Richard E. Campi,
April 25 — 26, 2026

P.S. — Susans’ birth was to become ethereal to me, others, a most fortunate happenstance. This
speck in time afforded us, however worthy of any of us came to be."

Susan Virginia Beauchamp

Susan Virginia Beauchamp (formerly Asher) passed away, peacefully, on April 24, 2026 after a long
battle with MSA, a rare, rapidly progressive neurodegenerative disorder. We are thankful that she
had time in the end for her beloved family and friends to visit.

Susan is survived by her husband of 30 years, Richard E. Campi.

Susan is also survived by her children: Michael (Bri) Asher, Daniel (Jaylen) Asher and Lauree Asher
(predeceased-Tim) Woolen.

Her grandchildren: Justin (Katie) Woolen, Tyler (Megan) Woolen, Leil Hardman, TJ Asher, Sloane
Asher, and by six great-grandchildren.



- Her beloved niece, and birthday twin, Lyla Strouse.

Her siblings; James Lyle (Terry) Beauchamp Jr., Charles H. (Joyce) Beauchamp, the late Edward
L. Beauchamp (C.J.) and Joy Beauchamp (pre-deceased Gregory) Strouse.

Susan was born on June 17, 1943, in Baltimore, Maryland. She was the first child of Mildred Roth
Beauchamp and James Lyle Beauchamp. She attended Eastern High School and Towson State
Teachers College, where she earned her B.A. in Art Education. She and her first husband, the late
William Asher, were loving parents to three children.

Susan taught art for many years in various schools in Maryland and Indianapolis. She was a talent-
ed and prolific artist, using a variety of medium: paint, charcoal, clay, fabric and her favorite,
“Found Objects”!

As a teacher, she was patient and intuitive to her students’ needs. She used those skills for other
subjects, including the Evelyn Woods reading course and swimming. Her favorite place on earth
was the Grachur Club on the Magothy River in Pasadena, MD where she enjoyed swimming and
sailing with her family and forged lifelong friendships.

Susan was active in her community, helping those in need. She and Richard joyfully served as Mr.
and Mrs. Claus for local children, Richard for 30 years and Susan for 12. She was a member of the
YMCA, local yoga classes, book clubs, quilting clubs and committees. Her creative talent was evi-
dent in her gardening, cooking, baking and sewing

A Celebration of Life is planned on June 17, 2026, from 2:00-5:00 at Flanner Buchanan - Geist Fu-
neral Home 7855 Cork Rd, Indianapolis, IN.

A Personal Remembrance of Susan Beauchamp

I remember the first time [ met Richard Campi, longtime partner with Susan. I
was new to the club and was trying to associate people's faces with names and |
put the name Euell Gibbons with Richard, then I met Susan who seemed so re-
fined that there was no need to do that with her. They were both very talented
people with a rich life history. Susan was for one thing a painter of all thing's
nature, wildlife and about anything she put her mind to. She painted on canvas
as well as large wall paintings. Gloria and I had visited their 3+ story home
when they lived near downtown in a large older home with steps galore and a
bell tower on top where they used a telescope and could look almost straight
across to the top of the downtown Indiana State Soldiers and Sailors Monument,
a 284' memorial built to honor Indiana's veterans. After Susan found Richard
on the ground from falling off a 3-story ladder and breaking like 22 bones while
cleaning gutters she finally convinced Richard to move to a more manageable
property. They came to all of our Labor Day picnics and often brought Bocce
ball as a game to keep things interesting. We were blessed to have her with our
club and she will be missed. Richard was a great care giver in Susan's later
days and plans to stay active in the Corvair Club.

Prez. Dave



CCC /CORSA Birthday Party & Auction—May 16th—Pittsboro, IN

Another successful

Circle City Corvairs
event as the birthday
party and auction raised
over $650 thanks to a

generous and anony-
mous donation to CCC.

Thank-you!




2026 CORSA Birthday Party

T

Jan & Owen shopping for Corvair parts, Alice & Jean just
“shopping”, Jan educating group on Corvair heart valves,

Susan caught with her hand in the bag, Jan & Dave just

being Jan & Dave, Mike & Todd discussing worldly issues
and Anita & Gloria keeping all of us on our best behavior!

“GREAT TIME HAD BY ALL”




Recent Corvair Sighting !!

At the Friday May 29th Indy Eastside Cruise-In on E. Washington

v

Tom & Susan Miller

‘65 Corsa Coupe

, ~ -
Chris Kramer

‘63 Rampside | ggm

Member Update

While CCC Member Don
Pinnick maintains this
beautiful 1964 Monza
Convertible, he has also
been maintaining wife

Lisa after a 5 hour spine
surgery! Don helps ease
her pain with a smile and
helped Lisa open a “CCC
Get Well” fruit & choco-
lates box to further her re-
covery.

Continue healing Lisa and
be a “good patient” for
Don!



Reprinted from the CORSA Communique, December 2006

Jon Fitch creator of the “Fitch Sprint” based on the Corvair coupe.

Did you know he was born in Indianapolis?

John Fitch

gﬂﬂ ighter pilot, race driver, macing team
q""’] manager, Lime Rock Park circuir
I director, highway safety innovator,
automaker, entreprenenr John Fitch has
done it all, and more.

Born in Indianapelis in 1917, John
attended his first Indy 500 as a passenger
in a Stutz Bearcat. Dusing World War 11,
he flew the P-51 Mustang and was one
of the first Americans to shoot down a
Messerschmitt jer. Shot down himself
two months before the war ended, John
was a POW when hostilities ceased.

Back home he began his racing carcer
in an MG-TC. His GP of Argentina win
in an Allard J2 catapulted him into the
limelight. Joining Briggs Cunningham,
he co-drove a Cunningham C4R to
victory at Sebring with Phil Walters in
1953.

The legendary Alfred Neubauer
chose John as the first American driver
for the Mercedes-Benz racing team, an
adventure capped by his remarkable fifth
overall and class win in the 1955 Mille
Miglia driving a production Mercedes-
Benz 300SL and breaking the class
record by over an hour.

Heading up the Corvette racing team
at Sebring following his return to the
US., he transformed a passenger car-
based boulevard sports car into a world-
class competitor. Using his extensive
experience at European and America
circuits, he helped engineer Lime Rock
race track.

During the 1960s John created the
Fitch Sprint, based on Chevrolet’s
Corvair coupe, and the Fitch Phoenix,
a onc-off sports coupe with a modified,
four-carburetor, 170 up Corvair engine.

In his final racing years, John drove
such diverse mounts as a Lotus 11,2 2.0-
liter Maserati, a Cooper-Monaco, and
a Genie. He co-drove his last race with
Briggs Cunningham in a Porsche 904 at
Sebring in 1966.

Thereafter John began his crusade for
automobile safety. His Fitch Inertial Barriers
(the yellow, sand-filled plastic barrels used
at intersections and bridge abutments) are
credited with the saving of countless lives.
His racing safety innovations include the
Displaceable Guardrail, the Compression
Barrier, and the Fitch Driver Capsule. His
Fitch Fuel Catalyst enhances gasoline fuels.
Like the steamboat pioneer from whom
he is descended, John Fitch is a tireless and
creative inventor.

Inducted into the National Corvette
Hall of Fame in 2000, John has since
competed at Bonneville in a specially-
prepared 300ST. Gullwing and hopes to
set a record there this year. Eighty-nine
years young, John Fitch is a hero, a leg-
end, and a truly remarkable man. @

Historical information courtesy of John
Fitch, Carl Goodwin, and Rich Taylor.

CORSA President, Tim Mahler meets John |

Finch.

December 2006 | 17
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CCC Club Merchandise UPDATE:

CCC Treasurer Rod Lasley is diligently working
) with various sources to have some club merchan-
" dise available to order. CCC member Eddie Pryor
has designed this graphic for a club t-shirt and Rod
is working thru CCC member Ken Clark’s printing
company, KC Designs, to produce t-shirts, hats,

polo shirts and pullovers with our club logo’s!

Stay tuned for pricing and ordering details and a
further update at our June 20th club meeting at
Hubler Chevrolet !!

=5 Chevy Corvair 1960-69 =2 “Air Cooled”

Upcoming Car Shows

Sunday June 28th—Wanamaker Old Settler’s Day

Saturday July 18th—Kiwanis Kar Show, Falls Park Pendleton
Sunday July 19th—Hendricks County Fair Car Show

Reg at 2 pm, awards at 5 pm—meet Ron Bunten at 1:15 pm
in Avon McDonald’s near Kroger to enter as a group



2026 CCC Club Service Directory & Calendar

Corvair Repair Work, Carry-in component rebuilding -Some NOS and used parts
Dan Brizendine 317-862-3550 debrizo@comcast.net

Corvair Repair Work Mike McKeel 765-358-3930
Corvair Repair Work Paul Fox 317-847-7913
Printing, Embroidery, Screen Printing KC Designs—Ken Clark 812-876-4020

Valve Clatter is the monthly newsletter of the Circle City Corvairs, a Chapter of the Corvair Society of America (CORSA). We welcome story ideas and
articles for publication. Advertisements for cars and car parts, either wanted or for sale, are free. Send information to newsletter editor Todd Stires

2026 Club Officers Visit our web site: http://www.circlecitycorvairs.org
President: Dave Beck Ph. 317-409-5682
Vice President: Todd Stires Ph. 317-205-5900 Secretary:
John Shull Ph. 765-620-4615
Treasurer: Rod Lasley Ph. 317-294-2871
Activity Coordinator: CCC Membership
Directors: Dan Brizendine Ph: 317-862-3550
Dale Smiley Ph. 317-742-7643
Carlton Smith Ph. 317-697-0318
Newsletter: Todd Stires Ph. 317-205-5900
Technical Advisors: Paul Fox Ph. 317-605-0724
Dan Brizendine Ph. 317 862-3550
Web Master: Rod Lasley Ph. 317-294-2871

Saturday CCC General Meeting 10 am @ Hubler Chevrolet
June 20th 8220 US 31 South Lunch @ “Knuckle Sandwich”
Restaurant 5116 SR 135 Bargersville

June 22-25th | CORSA International Convention—Gettysburg, PA

July 9-11th |Detroit Area Corvair Club (DACC) "Homecoming”
Wyndam Gardens Inn, Ann Arbor, MI

Saturday CCC Gen Meering @ Pendleton Kiwanis Kar Show

July 18th Falls Park in Pendleton Come out and support
fellow club member John Shull who hosts this
great car show in honor of his late father.



http://www.circlecitycorvairs.org/
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P.O.Box 17325  Indianapolis, IN 46217-0325

PLAN TO ATTEND: Saturday July 18th “Pendleton Kiwanis Kar Show” at

Falls Park and hosted by CCC Members John & Becca Shull

There will NOT be a CCC meeting at Hubler Chevy so drive up to Pendleton for
a “K-Burger” and some Corvair fun!




