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Where Circle City Corvair Club meets

on the third Saturday of each month

The CCC President Speaks:

Greetings Corvair Fans,

Thank you for renewing your membership and
paying you dues for 2026, if you haven't done
that, please take care of that soon so our treas-
urer Rod Lasley can complete his housekeep-
ing. Rod does a lot behind the scenes and has
many things to manage along with the website.
If you would like an updated photo of your car,
please send that to Rod also.

It has been decided that our club will not partic-
ipate in the World of Wheels this year due to
lack of entries. This will be the second time in :
recent years that we have not been represented. Thanks to new member Dave
Luddington who volunteered to drive to Michigan and borrow a very nice Cor-
vair engine display for possible display for WOW but maybe next year.

Our next club meeting is Saturday the 17th at Hubler Chevy with lunch follow-
ing nearby at ""Friends Diner",989 US 31 S. Whiteland. We have several inter-
esting meeting locations all through this spring requiring a close look at the pro-
vided schedule, so you do not show up at Hubler's when we are actually meeting
elsewhere. I believe our club provides a fantastic diverse experience that should
appeal to everyone at one time or another regardless of your interest in the Cor-
vair. We are also exploring a couple of overnight trips of 200 miles or less (one
way) that you could drive your Corvair or a more modern vehicle if you choose.
Bring your tech talk questions or contributions to our next meeting. Now is a
great time to get your car ready to roll for the year. Thank you all for making
the club possible and please feel free to send an update to Todd Stires as to your
current progress on maintaining your Corvair, he would love to put that into the
next Valve Clatter.  Prez. Dave Beck




Circle City Corvair Club

Treasurers Report
Month:

Beginning Balances

Receipts

Expenditures

Ending Balance

(Balance Month-To-Date)

Net Income
(For the year)

Year End_2025

Checking Account:
Certificate of Deposit:
Cash On-Hand:
TOTAL:

Memberships:

CORSA Bday Receipts:

Other Miscellaneous Receipts:
Interest Earned:

50/50 Drawing Income:

WOW Booth Prize:

TOTAL:

Newletter Printing & Postage:

Southeastway Park Reservation:
Membership Postage & Paper:
CORSA Bday Expenses:

Other Miscellaneous Expenses:
Website Expenses:

CFP Contribution:
Gifts/Flowers:

TOTAL:

$§ 157258
$ 326573
$ 607.87 ‘*Includes Cash, Coin and Uncashed Checks
$ 5446.18

$ 141125
$ 1,261.51
$ 884.10
$ 156.45
$ 543.00
$ 100.00
435631
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135.00
$ -
$ 327.92

2,237.04
163.95
300.00

518.26
3,682.17
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$ 6,120.32

$ 674.14
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Circle City Corvairs 2026 Calendar of Events & Activities

January 6" Board Meeting

Jan 17" - Gen Mtg @ Hubler Lunch: “Friend’s Diner” 989 US 31
Whiteland, IN

Feb 3" Board Meeting
Feb 21" Gen Mtg @ IMPD Mounted Patrol Horse Barn 3325 W. Vermont St.

Lunch: “Workingman’s Friend” 234 N. Belmont Avenue
(CASH ONLY CASH ONLY)

March 3" Board meeting

March 21° Gen Mtg @ “Skillman Classic Cars” 1230 US 31 S. Greenwood
Lunch: 2222?

March 27-29" World of Wheels — Indiana State Fairgrounds

April 7" Board Meeting
April 17-18" Corvair Springfest — Helen, GA
April 18" Gen Mtg/TECH SESSION @ Dave Beck’s Garage - Brownsburg

May 5" Board Meeting
May 16™ Gen Mtg/CORSA Birthday Party @ Scamahorn Park in Pittsboro

June 2" Board Meeting
June 20" General Meeting @ Hubler Chevrolet
June 22-26"™ CORSA International Convention — Gettysburg, PA

July 7" Board Meeting el
July 9-11" DACC Homecoming — Ann Arbor, MI 35
July 18th General Meeting in Pendleton

@ Kiwanis Kar Show in Falls Park



CCC 2026 Calendar of Events (con’t)

August 4th Board Meeting

August 15" General Meeting @ Hubler Chevrolet.

Sept. 1" Board Meeting

Sept. 7" (Monday) General Mtg @ CCC Labor Day Picnic (SEWay Park)
Sept. 27" (Sunday) Beech Grove Car Show

October 6" Board Meeting

October 17" General Meeting @ Hubler Chevrolet

November 3" Board Meeting

November 21st General Meeting @ Hubler Chevrolet

December 5™ CCC Christmas Party

Corvair Parts For Sale: Contact Dan Brizendine 317-615-9237

(right photo) 1965 Corsa rear grill inserts $150/pair
(left photo) 1964 Rear grill $140 (will also fit ‘61, ’62 & ‘63)
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Tales of Two Recent Maintenance Issues

1. Clutch pedal goes to the floor-literally!

One of our members, Linda Reece, was driving in Harrisonville
with her grandchildren tucked into her 1964 Spyder convertible
when the clutch pedal went to the floor and then the entire
pedal and arm assembly fell out onzo the floor. After driving
without a clutch to a safe spor, she called me with the errane™
part in her hand. After I explained what had happened she
contacted friends and a tow truck and had the Spyder brought
to my place. This particular trauma is only common to manual
transmission early model cars but
it is a combination of marginal
welding at the factory, cycles of use |
and stiffness of the pressure plate
and return spring. The support
that is bolted under the dash has
a tube welded to it that has two
plastic bushings for the clutch
pedal to pivot on. If you have

an early model car with manual
transmission I would recommend
heading off the possible failure by
initiating a preventive operation.

At first examination it looks like
you cannot remove the assembly
without taking out the steering
column but with a lictle twisting
(you and the column) you can accomplish removal and
installation. The first step is to remove the clutch return spring
and unhook the adjusting rod from the lever at the rear, so you
have slack in the cable. Next, since there are plastic bushings at
the welding site, you must unbolt the assembly (3 bolts), remove
it with the pedal stop and then remove the snap ring and two
bushings. If the tube with the bushmgs has alrmdy bent slighdy,
be sure and use a
square to align it
before welding.
Hook the clutch
cable clevis back <
on the pedal arm
before bolting
the bracket tight.

2. Failed fuel pump repairs itself overnight?
Another member, Sherman
Rutherford, was on his way to the
Thunder in the Valley Speedway

for our club gathering when he was
spotted in a parking lot with both lids
up. When I arrived Sherman already
had a gas line off and had determined
that no gas was being delivered to

the carburetors. The quick diagnosis
by both of us was that another
mechanical fuel pump had expired.
Once removed, I tried pumping

the stem on the pavement but no
suction was available so a new pump was installed and off to the
racetrack we went. As the club met in the shade of the bleachers,
we discussed fuel pumps and I took Sherman’s dead pump

apart. There was no evidence of loose valves, ruptured fabric,

or rust pieces, so I reassembled it and tried stroking it again.

No suction. It came apart again and this time (with reading
glasses) I noticed that the edge of the rubber/fabric valve was up
off of the seat slightly. I used a pen to push it back down but it
popped back up. I thought it must have dirt under it and turned
my attention to racecars and cold beverages. I would solve the
mystery later.

The next morning I returned to the fuel pump valve body and
discovered that overnight the open valve had closed with out any

help. T reassembled the pump and it worked perfectly. My first

" suspect was that the valves were warping due to high hear and

gas additives. After Sherman indicated he purchased premium
fuel at Casey’s I am speculating that our culprit is 15% ethanol.
After talking to several folks about the issue I think thar Casey’s
adds another 5% ethanot ar the terminal and uses the “splash
method” of mixing to provide their premium grade at the pump.
T asked the manager at our local Casey’s about their premium
fuel but received a non-answer for my trouble. A shop here in
Belton says that they do a lot of older Chrysler vehicle valve

jobs because the exhaust valves burn from too much ethanol. I
personally have never used the premium that has ethanol but
using the regular grade with 10% has never caused any problems
in my cars other than hot idle or hot restart issues, which I have
largely solved. There are several stations in the metro area that
sell premium with no ethanol — I would recommend spending
the additional dollass, your Corvair will probably reward you
with better service.




The Preventive Maintenance Series Mike Dawson
Habits to Develop Around Old Corvairs!

Belt Adjustment: After you install a new belt, check the tension several times when the car is fully warmed up. New
belts will stretch over a short period of time, especially if you drive at high speed. If your car has a history of either
wearing out belts or flipping them off, there is a correctable reason. Please refer to PMS 20 on our Website.

Carburetor Inlet Nuts: On two- and four-carburetor engines you should check this item after any long storage and
make a habit of a quick check any time the lid is up after the engine has been running.

Tire Pressure: Time can get away from us, so save wear, increase gas mileage and improve handling by checking
monthly. For cars, keep a 10-12 psi difference between front and rear. FC vehicles handle much better on the highway
in wind with pressures 40-45 psi front and back. Your spare should be filled to whatever your rear maximum pressure
is.

Battery Cable Ends: Another maintenance item that can get away from us. Pull both battery cables off the battery and
clean the contact areas twice a year. Keep track of your battery dates to avoid a no-start from a seven-year-old battery
you forgot about.

Brake Stomp Test: Unless everything in the brake system is new, you should sit in your garage twice a year and do a
brake-pedal stomp which would be harder than you would use in a panic stop. The system is designed to accept that
and you could head off any pending brake disaster.

Oil Filter Bolt: The *65 Shop Manual called for 15-20 ft.-1bs. of torque on the oil-filter bolt (filter-to-housing) which is
far above “hand tighten only” printed ofi some older Corvair filter boxes. The big issue is that the filter torque is like
fan-belt tension noted above; the filter bolts can loosen up due to fiber gasket shrinkage. Following a filter change, be
sure to check the torque at least once after several driving activities. Half of the cars I checked at the convention last

-~

summer had loose bolts; a couple had oil stains on the sides. The 15 fi.-Ibs number appedrs to be adequate and that is
actually pretty tight.

Lug Nuts: Corvair lug nuts should be at 65ft.-Ibs. and will not loosen up with that torque. However, if you do some
air-wrench tightening, be sure to check them with a torque wrench because some air wreniches make a lo.t of noise
without producing much actual torque. Using a 4-way wrench works fine if you muscle the cross bar a little.

Mechanical Fuel Pumps: The single pointed bolt that secures the mechanical pump seems to loosen up due to
vibration. Grab the top of the pump and try to rock it. Do not over-tighten or you could lock up the pump internal push
rod, but if the pump is loose and allowed to jump up and down, it will quickly erode the aluminum parts. It also makes
a rapid knocking noise. Always keep an eye out for leaks.

The above two articles are reprinted from the Heart of America Corvair Owners Associ-
ation , HACOA, newsletter “VAIRCOR” @ hacoa.org

August 2015 and Aug 2018 by Mike Dawson)




2026 Club Service Directory

Corvair Repair Work Carry-in component rebuilding. Some NOS and used parts.

Dan Brizendine 317-862-3550 debrizo@comcast.net

Corvair Repair Work Mike McKeel 765-358-3930
Corvair Repair Work and Parts Paul Fox 317-847-7913
Printing Services, Embroidery, Screen Printing KC Designs Kar| Clark 812-876-4020

Club Events and Activities

Saturday CCC Gen Mtg. 10 AM @ HUBLER Chevy
January 17th JLunch @ "FRIEND'S DINER"
2026 989 US 31 Whiteland, IN

Saturday CCC Gen Mtg 10 AM @ IMPD Mounted
February 21st |Patrol Horse Barn 3325 W. Vermont St

2026 Lunch: "WORKINGMAN'S FRIEND"
234 W. Belmont Ave Indy—CASH ONLY |

Saturday CCC Gen Mtg 10 AM @"SKILLMAN

March 21st CLASSIC CARS” 1231 US 31 South
2026 Greenwood Lunch: To Be Determined

Valve Clatter is the monthly newsletter of the Circle City Corvairs, a Chapter of the Corvair Society of America (CORSA). We welcome
story ideas and articles for publication. Advertisements for cars and car parts, either wanted or for sale, are free. Send information to
newsletter editor Todd Stires
2026 Club Officers Visit our web site: http://www.circlecitycorvairs.org
President: Dave Beck Ph. 317-409-5682
Vice President: Todd Stires Ph. 317-205-5900
Secretary: John Shull Ph. 765-620-4615
Treasurer: Rod Lasley Ph. 317-294-2871
Activity Coordinator: CCC Membership
Directors: Dan Brizendine Ph: 317-862-3550
Dale Smiley Ph. 317-742-7643
Carlton Smith Ph. 317-697-0318
Newsletter: Todd Stires Ph. 317-205-5900
Technical Advisors: Paul Fox Ph. 317-605-0724
Dan Brizendine Ph. 317 862-3550
Web Master: Rod Lasley Ph. 317-294-2871
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P.O.Box 17325  Indianapolis, IN 46217-0325

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: February 21st CCC General Meeting will be at the IMPD Mounted
Horse Patrol Barn located at 3325 W. Vermont St (near Washinton & Tibbs).

V.P. Stires and “MONTY” will be proud to give you a tour of their new facility!
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IMPO MOUNTED PATROL HEADGUARTERS
— PAOUD SUPPORTEA —
WOODARD VAN RIPER




