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From the Boss 

Valve Clatter is the monthly newsletter of the Circle City Corvairs, a Chapter of the Corvair Society of America (CORSA).  We 
welcome story ideas and articles for publication.  Advertisements for cars and car parts, either  wanted or for sale, are free.  Send 
information to newsletter editor Tom Miller. 
 

                2022         Club Officers                   Visit our web site: http://www.circlecitycorvairs.org 
 
 President:  Jan Bradley   Ph.   317-409-6036 
 Vice President: Dave Beck    Ph.   317-409-5682      
 Secretary:  John Shull    Ph.   765-620-4615     
 Treasurer:  Rod Lasley   Ph.   317-294-2871 
 Activity Coordinator:  Mark Syon    Ph.    
 Directors:  Dan Brizendine   Ph:   317-862-3550 
   Ron Bunten   Ph.   317-590-2056 
   Carlton Smith   Ph.   317-697-0318 
 Newsletter: Tom Miller   Ph.   317-504-4624  
   Technical Advisors: Paul Fox    Ph.   317-605-0724 
   Dan Brizendine   Ph.   317 862-3550     
 Web Master: Rod Lasley   Ph.   317-294-2871 

Greetings Corvair heads!  

 
I hope this newsletter finds you all well and enjoying 
your cars! Or getting them ready for their winter 
slumber.  Our next monthly meeting is October 15th 
at Hubler. After the meeting we will be going to lunch 
somewhere not too far from Hubler. It’s a surprise! 
Hope you can all join us! Also I want to share that at 
the October meeting we will take nominations for 
board members. Voting is at the November meeting. 
Run for an office position! It’s fun! I know we have at 
least one or two open officer positions!! Also I wanted to share that this year‘s Christmas par-
ty in December will be earlier in the day (think late lunch like on thanksgiving!). That way we 
can all be home before dark. Especially nice if the weather is bad. The food is always awesome! 
Hope to see you at the next meeting! JB 
 
******************** 
 
Jan Bradley 

http://www.circlecitycorvairs.org/
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Way Back When         1969    by Ron Bunten 

We were coming to the end of a decade that possibly produced more change in our society than any other era in 

history.  The road from the 40’s and 50’s conservative work and die for the company attitude to one that was 

bellowing for more individual freedom and rights took many wrong turns but created an interesting landscape 

along the way.  Many of the changes that took place were positive and laid the foundation for much of the world 

we live in today.  As this series comes to a close I want to say that I feel fortunate to have lived in the era 

that includes all of the above. I appreciate having been raised in the era where I was taught to work for myself 

and others with that 50’s “do a good day’s work for your employer” mentality but also have not been afraid to 

try new concepts and try to create changes that hopefully have improved life for my family and those around me.  

I am hopeful that these articles have brought back many good memories of those days.  As we all know, the dec-

ade of the  60’s was not necessarily the “good ol’ days” and in many ways it was quite the opposite but it did 

prove to be a wonderfully exciting time to be growing up in America. 

 
     Richard M. Nixon was inaugurated as the 37th President in January of 1969.  Little 
did we know that would become a saga all of its own in the near future.  Our country 
was still deeply engaged in Viet Nam which continued to produce heavy casualties for 
both sides.  Young American men were placed into a 
newly devised draft lottery to determine draft sta-
tus into the military.  Antiwar protests were being 
conducted all over the country with possibly the larg-
est being staged in Washington D.C. which had over 
250,000 participants.  Former President Dwight Da-
vid Eisenhower died in 1969 and the Kennedy family 

suffered more loss with the death of Joseph P. Kennedy.  As we re-
member, both John and Bobby Kennedy fell at the hands of assassins 
during the 60’s.  Even more tragedy befell the family as Senator Ed-

ward Kennedy plead guilty to leaving the scene of 
a fatal accident which claimed the life of Mary Jo Kopechne who drowned in Ken-
nedy’s car which had been driven into the Chappaquiddick River. 
     “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind”.  On July 20th, 
1969 Astronaut Neil Armstrong uttered those words as he became the first man 
to step foot on the moon. Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin manned the Apollo 11 landing cap-
sule Eagle which had separated from the main craft Columbia for the landing in 
the Sea of Tranquility.  I remember it well.  While at work at Methodist Hospital 
we were watching the events closely on the television set in our waiting room.  
What an exciting moment to be able to see this important event take place.  

Staff and patients alike gathered to watch.  No one made a sound as that final small jump took place 
and Armstrong was standing on the moon.  As the American flag was put in place it seemed so surreal to 
know that we had actually accomplished the goals and challenges placed on our space program by Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy several years earlier. 
     In other technology news the Concorde made its first test flight in France and the new jumbo jet 
Boeing 747 made its debut with 191 passengers on board.  The microprocessor 
was invented by a small start-up company called Intel which allowed several 
integrated circuits to be contained on a small chip.  Thus the beginning of the 
age of smaller more powerful computers began.  If you look on the front of 
your computer today, you will likely see a logo that says “Intel Inside”.  The 
next step for the new computer age in 1969 was a network called ARPANET 
developed by the U.S.Department of Defense.  The world’s first network 
switching system is now called the internet.  Elsewhere, the first artificial 
heart transplant was devised by Dr. Michael DeBakey  placed successfully in a 
patient by Dr. Denton Cooley, a Houston, Texas heart surgeon.  In Vitro ferti-
lization research began in 1969 which led to the birth of the world’s first 
“test-tube baby” in 1978. 
     Our economy was showing signs of some fatigue as a result of the high cost of the Viet Nam War.  
Inflation grew 5.46% and prices started to show slightly sharper increases than in past years.   



4 

Way Back When          1969            by Ron Bunten 

The average cost of a new house rose to a whopping 
$15,550.  Average new car prices rose to $3270, nearly 
10% more than the previous year and gasoline prices av-
eraged 35 cents per gallon.  Occasional gas wars would 
take place and gasoline could be purchased for as little as 
26 cents per gallon in some regions.  The average income 
for a family of 4 rose slightly to $8550.  Eggs were 49 
cents per dozen and cans of sweet corn could be pur-
chased for 5 cents.  A large size Skippy peanut butter 
would cost 85 cents.  Once again I could not find the cost 
of bacon but I did find that a pack of 3 boxes of Cracker 
Jack could be purchased for 19 cents.   

Fashion in 1969 was very diverse.  It ranged from bell bottom jeans and tie dyed t-shirts 
with large peace symbols to the ultimate in good taste apparel, the 
leisure suit.  Ah, the leisure suit.  Usually made of double knit materi-
al and often in bold colors it went hand in hand with men’s long hair 
and the new trend of bushy sideburns and the moustache.  The lapels 
were very wide and cut at an angle to expose the flowery shirt worn 
beneath.  Wide belts and shoes with 2” thick soles completed the en-
semble.  For the ladies, the shirtshift was popular I guess we thought 
we looked good back then but I can only smile when I look at some of 
the old pictures. 
     The automotive world had been rocked by the muscle car era.  
Sadly, the government started putting severe restrictions on the au-
to makers beginning with some 1968 models in order to reduce pollu-
tion through exhaust emissions and gasoline consumption.  Within the 
next 3 to 5 years nearly all of the wild powerful machines would be 
tamed.  The Chevrolet Camaro, Chevelle, and Nova were all extremely 
popular.  Ford still led many markets with the Mustang and Chrysler finally entered the 

marked with the 1970 Dodge Challenger and Plymouth Barracuda.  My first brand new car was a lime green 
(Sublime) 1970 Dodge Challenger with black vinyl top and leather interior.  I would love to have it back. 
     Chevrolet ended the Corvair’s life cycle and was ready to write the final chapter on this controversial little 

car.  Little had been changed since 1967 other that what was required to 
meet federal standards.  6000 Corvair were scheduled for production that 
year. Sales were very slow because of no marketing and dealers were re-
luctant sell the car when they could easily be selling Camaros and Novas.  
Around 1300 Corvairs were still unsold when sales officially ended on May 
14, 1969 which necessitated a rebate program in order to move the re-
maining inventory.  A press conference was held on the last day of produc-
tion at the Willow Run plant.  It was an informal affair with members of 
the press, and local TV in attendance.  Corvair #5999 came off of the as-
sembly line and rolled in front of the crowd.  A small amount of gasoline 
was put in and the engine turned over to be driven off the line. But as luck 
would have it, the car made a large bang and refused to start.   Some of 
the workers and press said this was a statement that #5999 was holding 
up the line so #6000 could not come off the line.  The Corvair was refus-

ing to die!  However, it was quickly discovered that the distributor had been installed 180 degrees off.  It was 
driven away and the #6000 car appeared.  It started easily, paused for pictures to be taken, and was driven to a 
loading dock area.   
 Quite a mystery surrounds this car because it has not been seen or heard of since.  The Corvair decade 
was officially over at 2PM on May 14, 1969. 
     What changes we have seen and endured.  The world is such a different place today.  I do miss much of the 
lifestyle we enjoyed in that era but I’m not sure I would really want to go back.  It is such a joy to be associated 
with the Corvair with its uniqueness, its stories, its timeless beauty, and all of the wonderful friends Anita and I 
have made over the years because of these cars.  I hope you will take a few moments to sit back and reflect on 
your life and your experiences during those exciting times.  Thanks for travelling back through time with me.  
Now go enjoy your Corvair! 
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On September 8th, our club traveled to Spring-

field Illinois for a 3 day outing that included 

Route 66 sites, the Corvair Museum and partici-

pation in the annual Illinois Secretary of State 

Car Show held in downtown Springfield.. This year 

the Corvair was the featured car at the show.  

 

The club participants traveld to Springfield on 

US route 36 which is a great road to travel for 

an enjoyable and stress free Trip. 

Turkey tracks in the concrete on 
old rt 66 

https://money.cnn.com/
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Corvair Repair Work      Mike McKeel             765-358-3930 
 
Corvair Repair Work and Parts   Paul Fox             317-847-7913  
   
Printing Services, Embroidery, Screen Printing KC Designs  Karl Clark              

          

2022 Club Service Directory 

Corvair Repair Work   Carry-in component rebuilding. Some NOS and used parts.  
        

    Dan Brizendine    317-862-3550      debrizo@comcast.net 

Saturday, 
October 15th 

Regular meeting at Hubler Chevrolet, 10 am, Lunch will be at Arni’s 
Nominations for club offices 

Sunday,  
October 16th 

A teck session at Dave Beck’s barn. We will be removing the power 
train from a 1964 coupe. Starts at 1 pm with pizza and drinks provided. 
If the weather is cold bring your coat. 

Saturday, 
November 19th 

Regular meeting at Hubler Chevrolet, 10am 
Election of club officers 

Saturday, 
December 3rd 

Annual Christmas Party, Time changed to 12:30, time to start making 
your reservations, see the info on page 7 of this newsletter. 

The meeting was held during the annual Labor Day Picnic September 5,2022. 
 
All members were in attendance except John Shull. 
 
Rod Lasley stated that the treasury is in good shape. 
 
There was no new business. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:    Copies of the new logos have been distributed to the Board for review.  Hopefully we can make 
final decisions at the next Board meeting. 
 
The trip to Springfield, Illnois is September 8, 9, and 10.  We will be leaving from the Avon Kroger store promptly at 
9AM on Thursday September 8.  We will return after the Saturday car show. 
 
There is a car show at Cammack Station near Muncie on September 18 from 3 to 7 PM. 
 
We will go to Happy Days Restaurant (formerly Edwards Drive-in) for lunch following the September meeting. 
 
The meetings was adjourned at 225 PM. 
 

September Board Meeting Minutes 

mailto:debrizo@comcast.net
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 Plainfield Christian Church 
800 Dan Jones Road 

Plainfield, Indiana 

Time: December third, with dinner at 12:30 pm. Doors 
open at 12 noon 
 
Dinner: This is a catered dinner by                          
The Mayberry Café and the cost is $13.00 per person. 
The club is subsidizing the cost of the meal. 
 
To make reservations send your check to: 
 

Circle City Corvairs 
P.O. Box 17325 
Indianapolis. IN 

46217-0325 

Gift exchange: Please bring a gift from $10.00 to $15.00 
If you’re a guy bring a 

guy gift or a gal, bring a gal gift or one that would be 
desired by both.  

 

This is a lot of fun!! 
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By Mike Dawson 

Oil Filter Bolts: Some of the fiber washers used under 

the head of the oil filter bolt will crush just enough under 
heat cycles and vibration to cause the torque (20 ft lbs) 
to vanish. Almost all of the various filters in use have the 
problem to a certain extent. I reviewed all of my cars 
recently and found two of the bolts one 
half turn loose. One car I know of began to leak oil on 
the highway from that exact problem. Best defense 
would be to check the bolts, including the right angle 
adapter, on a regular basis until you aresure the torque 
has stabilized. 
 

Belts: Most new belts will need to be adjusted at least 

once after a break in period. If you install a new belt, be 
sure to recheck the tension after a period of time. A 
brand new belt would be particularly susceptible to loos-
ening up after high speed driving. As was mentioned 
above, check until you are sure the belt has stabilized. If 
you have belt guides, adjust the clearance to 1/16th inch. 
 

Carburetor Inlet Nuts: These also loosen up from 

heat cycles and vibration, however, when you tighten the 
steel line nut, you should make sure that the spring ac-
tion of the line is not trying to unscrew the inlet nut. 
Gently bend the line once you have tightened the flare 
nut so that the line is at least neutral and possibly even 
trying to tighten the nut. Gaskets, if needed, are available 
in an inexpensive plastic pack on O’Reilly’s shelf. 
 

Gas Filler Pipe Pocket: The early model cars have a 

drain and a plastic insert with a rubber hose leading 
down the back of the wheel well. If that small hole in the 
bottom of the filler pocket gets plugged with debris, col-
lected water could rise above the fuel pipe if any of the 
following occur: the hoses connecting the pipe to the 
tank have been replaced and are a little shorter, the gas-
ket under the cap has shrunk or the vent opening may be 
on the low side of the cap. Late models have a bigger 
drain and the filler pipe 
is higher 

Battery Cable Ends: 
These should be removed 
from the battery about every 
six months and you should 
clean both the inside of the 
clamp and the battery post. 
They may appear clean on the 
outside but that is only for 
show – the real issue is the 
mating surfaces. Not attend-
ing to this item causes all 
electrical operations to cease, 
usually at the time you turn 
the key to start. 
 

Oil Pan Bolts: If you have a cork or rubber pan gasket 
there is the potential for leaks as the gaskets experience 
hot and cold cycles along with vibration and oil sitting 
on the gasket at all times. A regular check of the bolts 
may be necessary. My favorite method for the pan is to 
use a late design pan that you have carefully straightened, 
a hard paper gasket (allows use of a toque wrench), high 
temp RTV on both sides of the gasket, use of ¼-20 grade 
8 bolts by ¾ inch length with lock and flat washers. 
Torque to 10 ft lbs. 
 

Fuel Pump Mounting Bolt: Check your pump simply 
by grabbing the top towards the front of the car and at-
tempt to move it – any movement or clicking sound needs 
to be corrected by loosening the lock nut and tightening 
the mounting bolt, then tighten the locknut. The mounting 
bolt should have an “L” stamped on the head – if not, 
shorten the point slightly as it may try to punch through 
the pump casting when you tighten it properly.  

Things that need double (or regular) checking:  
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We are coming to the end of the year. 

That means Christmas Parties, 

starting winter projects, electing new 

Board members for the up coming 

year and planning our club trips for 

next year. Please read the notes be-

low to find out what we are doing. 

Nominations and election of officers for 
2023. I would like to encourage you to par-
ticipate in the planning and running of the 
club. 
 
Nominations can be made this month by at-
tending a meeting or contacting a board 
member. The board members are listed at 
bottom of page 2 of this newsletter. 
 
Elections will be held at the November reg-
ular meeting, Saturday Nov. 19th 

Information on those winter projects 
 
Keep in mind that the club has resources 
both in tools, parts and expertise to an-
swer your questions.  
 
In exchange, I would like the club to 
share your projects by allowing the news-
letter to follow you on your journey this 
winter…. Planning club activities for next year. 

 

The National Convention for 2023 will be 
held at the Wisconsin Dells, The DACC 
Homecoming will be in Ann Arbor Michi-
gan. There are no details yet available for 
these two events. 
 
At the club level, we are always looking for  
unique places to eat, visit or drive to. Let us 
know your ideas, thoughts and suggestions.  

Tech Gathering 
 

On Sunday, October 16th at 1 pm, there will 
be a tech session on engine removal from a 
1964 Corvair. The car is destined to the scrap 
yard but the power train will be saved. This 
will take place at Dave Beck’s barn located at 
7245 E. 400 N., Brownsburg Indiana.  317 409 
5682. 
 
The club will be providing pizza and drinks.  Susan Daniels has invited the club 

to her house after our October 

meeting to see if there are any of 

Don’s  Corvair parts, books, or tools 

that are for sale. If interested in 

going, come to meeting on the 15th 

and we will go as a group.  
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P.O. Box 17325   Indianapolis, IN  46217-0325 

Our good friend 
Dave Tank 

 

 


