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C IRCLE  C ITY  CORVAIRS  October 2021 

Volume Issue Indianapolis, Indiana 

VALVE CLATTER Where Circle City Corvair Club meets 
on the third Saturday of each month 

Plainfield Christian Church 
800 Dan Jones Road 

Plainfield, Indiana 

Time: December fourth, with dinner at 6 pm 
 
Dinner: This is a catered dinner by                          

The Mayberry Café and the cost is           
per person. 
 

To make reservations send your check to: 
 

Circle City Corvairs 
P.O. Box 17325 
Indianapolis. IN 

46217-0325 

Gift exchange: Please bring a gift from $10.00 to $15.00 
If you’re a guy bring a 

guy gift or a gal, bring a gal gift or one that would be 
desired by both.  

 

This is a lot of fun!! 

$13.00  
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Dave and Gloria, “ON the ROAD AGAIN” 
 
It was the end of September and time for another Ultra Van excur-
sion in #389.  The goal was to drive south from Indianapolis to Nash-
ville Tn. and travel the Natchez Trace Parkway as far at time allowed 
then back home.  The 444 mile long scenic Trace was built by the 
Federal government in the 50's to follow a historic trail used by the 
Kaintuck Indians, European settlers, slave traders and soldiers.  A 
relaxing drive through Tennessee, Alabama and Mississippi with a 
maximum speed limit of 50 mph and very little to see but wild tur-
keys, historical landmarks, waterfalls and such. 
 We started at the "end" of the Trace mile marker #444 at 
the famous Loveless Café and headed towards Natchez, Mississippi mile marker #1.  Stopping to read 
the historical markers we met the very few travelers and motorcyclist that were also wanting to take a 
road less traveled.   
 One stop we met a couple who had a nearby farm and talked of riding their bicycles as kids to 
watch the Parkway being built and how exciting it was to see all the construction when all they had ever 
seen before was an occasional road grader on their gravel road.  The old guy told of his dad driving a 
Corvair to work in the winter and how great it did in the snow.   
 I learned that Hellen Keller's birth place was near mile marker #320 in Alabama.  Another tour-
ist told us that stink bugs arrived from China in a shipping crate and spread north.  They damage apple 
and other fruit trees and have no predator's.  I can believe that.  It's strange what you find to talk 
about with strangers.  Most people were just wanting to unwind from world events and conversations 
lasted awhile.  
 There are really no services or homes on the Parkway so we got off to camp at the Meriwether 
Lewis campground and learned he was the leader of the Louis & Clark expedition and also the Governor 
of Louisiana by the age of 37.   
 I did not inherit my fathers sense of direction unfortunately so we got a little turned around, 
GPS reception was poor and Gloria made the decision to go one way and unfortunately I did not take her 
advice.  About 3 hrs. and some interesting roads later we got back to where we started and headed 
south again.  No telling how many miles that added to the 1200 total we traveled but it was scenic to 
say the least.  

 Another campground was full of 60 plus couples from several states with 
tandem bicycles and riding suits, carbon fiber bikes with belt 
drives instead of chain etc. very pricey I'm sure. 
 Tupelo Mississippi was a great stop to visit the birth 
place of Elvis and the still operating hardware where he got 
his first guitar.  A couple of nice things happened there, one 
was I got a hair cut from Mike McBunch the only barber ex-
aminer in Mississippi.  If you had a license to cut hair in that 
state you had to go through Mike.  You always learn so much 
from a local barber.  The other thing was that Gloria and I got 
"remarried" and kissed in the one room church of the Presley 
family. 
 It was time to find another campground for the even-

ing so just a few miles south of Tupelo in the backroads we found one full of Chris-
tian Bikers who had the complete park.  There were no empty sites so we parked in the lot and joined 
them for services that evening and also the next day.  They fed us 
venison biscuits and gravy, coffee and the word of God.  We certainly 
were in the bible belt!  Tragically one of the guys was hit and killed 
after the 10 pm service by a teenage hit and run driver.  The teen's 
parents later brought the boy back to the scene.  The bikers new wife 
was on her own motorcycle and witnessed the incident.  This was the 
second traffic fatality during our trip the first one being on I-65 
south of Louisville. 
 
 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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From the Boss 

Valve Clatter is the monthly newsletter of the Circle City Corvairs, a Chapter of the Corvair Society of America (CORSA).  We 
welcome story ideas and articles for publication.  Advertisements for cars and car parts, either  wanted or for sale, are free.  Send 
information to newsletter editor Tom Miller. 
 

                2021        Club Officers                   Visit our web site: http://www.circlecitycorvairs.org 
 
 President:  Jan Bradley   Ph.   317-409-6036 
 Vice President: Dave Beck    Ph.   317-409-5682      
 Secretary:  John Shull    Ph.   765-620-4615     
 Treasurer:  Rod Lasley   Ph.   317-294-2871 
 Activity Coordinator:      Ph.    
 Directors:  Dan Brizendine   Ph:   317-862-3550 
   Ron Bunten   Ph.   317-590-2056 
   Carlton Smith   Ph.   317-697-0318 
 Newsletter: Tom Miller   Ph.   317-504-4624  
   Technical Advisors: Paul Fox    Ph.   317-605-0724 
   Dan Brizendine   Ph.   317 862-3550     
 Web Master: Rod Lasley   Ph.    

Greetings Corvair heads!  

I hope this newsletter finds you all well and enjoying your cars! 
Our next monthly meeting is October 16th at Hubler. After 
the meeting we will be going to Gray Brothers cafeteria in 
Mooresville. Hope you can all join us! Also I want to share that 
at the October meeting we will take nominations for board 
members. Voting is at the November meeting. Run for an of-
fice position! It’s fun! Also I wanted to share that this year‘s 
Christmas party in December will be at a reduced cost per person from last year. I believe 
our last Christmas party it was $16 per person. This year we have lowered it to $13 per per-
son. The board have decided to raise the per person subsidize from the club treasury. The 
food is always awesome!  

Hope to see you at the next meeting!  

JB 

Dave and Gloria, “ON the ROAD AGAIN” 
 
 Our last night was spent at the 1450 acre Loretta Lynne Dude 
Ranch campground.  To get there we drove late in the afternoon 
through roads with more deer than bugs on our windshield but it was 
a good stay.  That area had over 17 inches of rain in a short period 
recently and flooded several feet killing one of the Ranch employees 
and destroyed a lot of roads. 
 We did not see any Corvair's anywhere but did stop at the Corvette plant where I worked in 
the mid 80's and saw no less than 400 corvettes out back wrapped in white plastic waiting to be ei-
ther shipped or maybe a computer chip??   
 The Ultra Van behaved herself well and didn't complain going up and down the southern roads 
sometimes in heavy rain and 65 MPH on a cool day was fine.  I suggest you get your favorite Cor-
vair out some of these fall days and put a smile on someone's face and maybe listen to a story they 
have as they decompress.  One couple who worked at a local hospital had only had one day off this 
year.   God Bless,    Dave & Gloria Beck 

CONT. 

http://www.circlecitycorvairs.org/
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Circle City Corvair Club Board Meeting Minutes 10/5/2021 
 
 

6:00pm to 7:00pm 
Jan Bradley presiding, John Shull recording minutes 
 
Attendance: Jan Bradley, John Shull, Dave Beck, Rod Lasley, Ron + Anita 

Bunten, Jean Allan, Dan Brizendine, Tom + Susan Miller, Dale Smiley, Ken + 
Alvera Clark 

Treasurer’s report –Ended the month at $6555.11 
 
Newsletter Update – Tom 

No new updates 
 

Jan spoke with Paul Fox, he has a turbo engine from a customer in Goshen 
that needs returned, contact info was on a computer which was seized 

 
New Corvair owner on the southwest side of Indianapolis, 15 years old, some 

members will be helping him get the car on the road 
 
Dave will be advertising the Canadian car for sale 
 
Christmas dinner price discussion 

After much discussion, a motion was made and passed to reduce the 
member price to $13 for this year’s Christmas dinner 

 
Decided on lunch location for October general meeting, will be at Gray Broth-

er’s Cafeteria 
 
Dave learned of an owner who passed in Brazil, IN who had several cars and 

parts, items will be auctioned sometime in the next couple of months, more 
info to come 

Don Daniels is doing well 
 
Next meeting will discuss having more jackets, shirts, and socks made by the 

Clarks 
Also ask for suggestions on places to go from the general club member-

ship 
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Corvair Repair Work         Mike McKeel             765-
358-3930 
 
Corvair Repair Work and Parts     Paul Fox             317-605-
0724      
Printing Services    A-OK PRINTING   Ken Clark              812-935-7100 

2020 Club Service Directory 

Corvair Repair Work   Carry-in component rebuildin. Some NOS and used parts.  
        

    Dan Brizendine    317-862-3550      debrizo@comcast.net 

Saturday 
October 16th 

Regular club meeting at Hubler Chevrolet 

Saturday 
November 20th 

Regular club meeting at Hubler Chevrolet 

Saturday 
December 4th 

Club Christmas Party and gift exchange. This will be a catered dinner. 

mailto:debrizo@comcast.net
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1968 Convertible Boot, Good Condition with 
Bag;  Medium Blue, Correct color for year. 
$25.00;  765-644-0244 
 
Mike Jones 

FOR SALE 

FOR SALE 

I have 1963 Monza Spyder convertible for 
sale. I purchased this car from John Mavity 
B4 he died 20 some years ago . I think he 
was a past president of this club. Asking 
19,900.00 OBO. This is a running, driving, 
car. Needs  nothing to go cruising ! Car is 
Yellow, black top and boot , black original in-
terior. I live on Southside of Indy and will 
show anytime. Car presents very well. Please 
call 317 372 9061 anytime B4 10:00 PM with 
questions 

 thanks Bill Patterson.  

Organ Concert at Warren Performing Arts 

Center 

And car show 

 

Picture top right is Ron Bunten receving 

an award for his red rampside. 

 

Picture bottom right is the Mighty Bar-

ton Theater pipe organ. 
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By Mike Dawson 

1. Early model cars have the blower motor resis-
tor pack located in the right side defroster duct 
behind the glove box. On low or medium speed 
the coils are red hot and will ignite loose foam 
from the rear heater box causing smoke. There is 
no easy cure. Switch to the high speed (resistors 
not used) or remove the heater box and reline 
the insulation. 
2. Always tighten your wheel lug nuts with the 
tool you would use if changing a tire on the road. 
Tire stores now over tighten nuts to avoid the 
chance of a lawsuit. When I got my last set of 
new tires I could barely get them loose with a 
cross bar wrench – I could never have used the 
Corvair tire tool. Lightly grease the contact end 
of the lug nut (not the threads, just clean them). 
Note: If torque wrench is available set to factory 
recommended 65 ft. lb. 
3. Be sure your negative battery cable is ground-
ed firmly to the engine and that you have at least 
a 10 gage wire grounded to the body. If the en-
gine ground is loose or non existent, the starter 
draw will burn clutch cables, shifter cables, park-
ing cables and heater hoses as it attempts to 
reach cranking amperage. If the body ground is 
bad, the charging system can be erratic.  
4. A rolling or whining noise that does not change  
from acceleration to deceleration is probably a  
wheel bearing. If it does change, it is probably a  
loose differential pinion shaft or a worn out ring  
and pinion. A loose shaft is the most common,  
particularly on a Powerglide.  
5. A small but pervasive oil leak from the “pit” 
area at the back of the engine that appears to be 
a mystery may be either the oil pump dummy 
shaft area or oil coming up one or more of the 
four studs that run through the rear cover. The 
rear housing gasket design may leak internally 
and run down the studs. Use a two part epoxy on 
the dummy shaft after cleaning and sanding and 
use sealer under and around the four nuts and 
the skid pan as a temporary fix. 
6. An accelerator pedal that gets stiff is usually 
caused by a rusted pivot that has pinched the 
two plastic bushings and caused the shaft to 
bind. Remove the pedal assembly from the floor, 
carefully remove the bushings, dress up the shaft 
and bushing areas and lubricate. The two bush-
ings are available if you need them. Be sure to 
index the pedal to the shaft before removal.  

. A cheap and fairly 
easy way to make 
your car almost  
impossible to steal 
by hot wiring the 
ignition is to  
add an 18 gage 
black wire to the 
negative side of 
the coil and route 
it to the left un-
derside of the dash 
(or wherever suites 
you). Mount a single 
throw switch and connect it to ground. If you 
have a tachometer, simply splice in to the wire at 
the front and add the switch to ground.  
8. Poor idle, loss of take off power and pinging 
can be dirt in a carburetor idle and transition cir-
cuit. With the engine running, block off one car-
buretor while quickly accelerating the engine. 
This creates a very high vacuum and usually will 
suck the dirt on through. Also remove the idle-
screw and blow through that hole as well as the 
larger of the two small holes in the top of the 
venturi cluster. 
9. Carburetor diagnosis can be aided by using a 
can of Gumout carburetor cleaner. Gently spray a 
mist over each carburetor while the engine is run-
ning – the problem side will cause the engine to 
speed up, the good side will keep the rpm the 
same or lower it. 
10. The shop manual tune up guide discusses put-
ting a small amount of lubricant under the rotor; 
this lubes the advance shafts. If this has been 
ignored over the last 40 years, it will cause rough 
running, pinging and hesitation. Check the play in 
the shafts simply by removing the rotor and try 
moving the outer shaft (with the lobes) back and 
forth across the inner shaft. There should be al-
most no movement.  

Things that can happen 
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P.O. Box 17325   Indianapolis, IN  46217-0325 

Our good friend 
Dave Tank 

 

 


