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C IRCLE  C ITY  CORVAIRS  June 2021 

Volume Issue Indianapolis, Indiana 

VALVE CLATTER Where Circle City Corvair Club meets 
on the third Saturday of each month 

Thomas Ratliff  won second place in 
the Improved stock 3 class.  Elijah 
Ratliff was also a co-driver on the 
car at the mini convention in 
Springfield, Il. 

 The June meeting was held at Dave and Gloria Becks home 

with a show and tell, car adjustments and just a good old 

time being had by all. The club furnished the pizza, wings 

and soft drinks. Here are some pictures from that gathering. 
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From the Boss 

Valve Clatter is the monthly newsletter of the Circle City Corvairs, a Chapter of the Corvair Society of America (CORSA).  We 
welcome story ideas and articles for publication.  Advertisements for cars and car parts, either  wanted or for sale, are free.  Send 
information to newsletter editor Tom Miller. 
 

                2021        Club Officers                   Visit our web site: http://www.circlecitycorvairs.org 
 
 President:  Jan Bradley   Ph.   317-409-6036 
 Vice President: Dave Beck    Ph.   317-409-5682      
 Secretary:  John Shull    Ph.   765-620-4615     
 Treasurer:  Rod Lasley   Ph.   317-294-2871 
 Activity Coordinator:      Ph.    
 Directors:  Dan Brizendine   Ph:   317-862-3550 
   Ron Bunten   Ph.   317-590-2056 
   Carlton Smith   Ph.   317-697-0318 
 Newsletter: Tom Miller   Ph.   317-504-4624  
   Technical Advisors: Paul Fox    Ph.   317-605-0724 
   Dan Brizendine   Ph.   317 862-3550     
 Web Master: Rod Lasley   Ph.    

A note from Florine Dawson 

 
My heartfelt thanks for all the thoughtful cards and messages. They mean so much. 

Don would have been so pleased to know you all were at the Lodge in his honor. A special 

thanks to Anita, Judy and Susan for setting up, serving the food and drinks., then clean-

ing up. Thanks also to the gentlemen helpers who carried items, held doors, and offered 

their help. Thanks for the gifts of food also. Corvair people are special. 

 

Sincerely, 

Florine Dawson 

Hello airheads! Or should I say air cooled heads! I 
hope your summer is good so far, I could do without the 
super hot/humid days myself. Just a couple of things to 
note. We are still looking for an events coordinator/
chairman. If keeping our events in order and on the web-
site is your thing, let us know. We’d like to have your 
help!. You do not have to run the events or even plan the 
events, just keep them all straight if other people are 
running them. Am I making any sense? Because it sounds 
confusing to me. Also this month we have a great car 
show in Pendleton, see details elsewhere in the newslet-
ter, and we will have our monthly meeting there at the 
car show. I hope you can make it, it’s always a great 
show! A great place to show off our Corvairs! Get your Corvair out and drive it!  
 
Jan Bradley 

http://www.circlecitycorvairs.org/
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Corvair Repair Work         Mike McKeel             765-
358-3930 
 
Corvair Repair Work and Parts     Paul Fox             317-605-
0724      
Printing Services    A-OK PRINTING   Ken Clark              812-935-7100 

2020 Club Service Directory 

Corvair Repair Work   Carry-in component rebuildin. Some NOS and used parts.  
        

    Dan Brizendine    317-862-3550      debrizo@comcast.net 

Saturday, 
July 17th 

Kiwanis Car Show in Pendelton, Indiana. This show will be in place of our 
meeting at Hubler Chevrolet. Watch for more details in the future. 

Saturday,  
Aug. 21st 

Regular club meeting at Hubler Chevrolet 

Sunday,  
August 22nd 

State Fair car show 

August 26-28 DACC Homecoming, a new date will be located in Ann Arbor, Michigan 
More info later, This is an all Corvair show 

Monday 
September 6th 

Labor Day picnic and club meeting at Southeastway Park. 
This is a pitch-in picnic with the club providing the burgers and brats 
and softdrinks 

Saturday 
October 16th 

Regular club meeting at Hubler Chevrolet 

Saturday 
November 20th 

Regular club meeting at Hubler Chevrolet 

Saturday 
December 4th 

Club Christmas Party and gift exchange. This will be a catered dinner. 

mailto:debrizo@comcast.net
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1968 Convertible Boot, Good Condition with 
Bag;  Medium Blue, Correct color for year. 
$25.00;  765-644-0244 
 
Mike Jones 

FOR SALE 

 
 
 

Front seats from 1965 Corsa. All 
foam and vinyl have been replaced 
with Clarks items. Tracks work, 
Chrome is good. Asking $300 per 
seat. 
 
Contact Tom Miller 
317-504-4624, tomill@att.net 

FOR SALE 
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With names like Parks, Shelby, Unser, and Gurney involved, this 1,500-plus mile endur-
ance test of a pair of 1962 Chevrolet Corvairs was like none other. 

Before there was a Camaro, before there was 
even a Chevy II or Nova—and before Ralph 
Nader ruined its reputation—the Corvair was 
Chevrolet's sporty compact. In this look back, 
Drew Hardin tells us about the efforts to turn 
a 1962 Corvair into a performance powerhouse 
Monza and endurance test alongside a stock 
Corvair. 

Yes, it was kind of funky looking, and yes, it 
had an air-cooled engine that was mounted in 
the "wrong" end of the car. But there were a lot of go-fast goodies offered for the Corvair 
in its day. Tuners ranging from old-school hot rodders like Barney Navarro to Chevy dealer/
racer Don Yenko tried their hand at making them faster and competing in them. 

In November 1961, editors from several Pe-
tersen Publishing magazines, including Hot Rod, 
Motor Trend, Sports Car Graphic, Car Craft, 
and Rod & Custom, plus some pretty heavy hit-
ters in the racing community, gathered at Riv-
erside International Raceway for what Hot Rod 
described as a "24-hour high-speed economy 
run" using two bright-red '62 Corvairs. And we 
do mean heavy hitters: It speaks to the power 
of Petersen's empire that guys named Unser, 
Gurney, and Shelby were on hand to help shep-
herd these two little coupes around Riverside's 

winding 2.7-mile road course for what would be a "grueling 1,549.1-mile ordeal." 

Carroll Shelby conducted the test, acting as "sports car racing expert," and in his capacity as 
the chief of the high-performance driving school, he hosted at the track. 

"The plan," as Hot Rod described it, "was to allow each driver two hours behind the wheel, 
with predetermined averages posted as a target speed for each car and with gasoline con-
sumption and mileage carefully recorded for 
each hour's tour." Petersen Editorial Director 
(and head of the NHRA) Wally Parks would 
start in the modified car, and Sports Car 
Graphic Editor John Christy would take the 
maiden laps in the stocker. Our lead photo 
(from Hot Rod's March 1962 issue) shows 
Parks (center) and Christy (right) posing with a 
sweater-wearing Shelby at the start line. 

Hotrod Magazine’s 1500 mile  

Corvair Endurance Test  
Produced by Drew Hardin, Peterson Publishing 
Co.© Petersen Publishing Co. Archive,Bob D'Olivo 
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Chevy performance guru Bill Thomas prepped the cars. One 
was left mostly stock, "having only such extra items as were 
deemed useful for safety," like a Sun tachometer, Empi 
front sway bar, Shelby-branded smaller steering wheel, dual 
Moon fuel tanks (to aid in accurately measuring fuel econo-
my), Goodyear Blue Streak tires, and Lucas driving lights. A 
second car got those parts too, but it also was fitted with 
Thomas's four-carb induction setup, a Racer Brown cam-
shaft, Hands magnesium racing wheels, sintered metal brake 
linings, and open exhaust. They're easy to tell apart in the 
photos by their numbers: 98S for stock, 98M for modified. 

The stock car, then, became "the real star of the show." Lap 
after lap "it steadfastly maintained its speed as the hours 
passed slowly by," even during an 11-hour nighttime rainstorm 

that "made the track slippery and laden with 
deep puddles, testing the skill of the drivers 
and adding to the event's challenge to the 
Corvair." 

At the 24-hour mark, the stocker had run 
1,549.1 miles at an average speed of 66.3 mph. 
Fuel economy was 16.6 mpg, "despite the fact 
it was driven at speeds varying from 40 mph 
on some turns to 105 mph on the straighta-
way." Just one quart of oil was added during 
the test, and the "stock brakes were as good 

as new." 

In the end, "contestants and observers agreed 
this was one of the most demanding controlled 
endurance tests ever encountered by an Ameri-
can stock car, and Corvair won a flock of new ad-

Hotrod Magazine’s 1500 mile  

Corvair Endurance Test, cont. 
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By Mike Dawson 
A Corvair as a daily driver? 

I recently read an article in an old car magazine that 
addressed the issue of using a vintage car as a daily 
driver and it motivated me to think about how some 
of the items they discussed were relevant to Corvair 
driving. I have used a Corvair as a daily driver contin-
uously since my first one in 1963; 50 great years! My 
wife Sandy also currently has a Corvair as a daily 
driver and has driven one every year since 1966 with 
the exception of 1970-1977 when she drove a Malibu 
and a Monte Carlo. Why do we do this? The reason is 
probably a combination of all of the ideas in this arti-
cle.The issues I look at in order of importance to me 
are: safety, reliability, enjoyment, comfort, and finan-
cial impact. 

Safety: Maintenance of the braking, steering, sus-
pension, and tires has to be an absolute priority. The 
Corvair systems can be fully restored to original or 
better in some areas, and once you have done that and 
do not over drive the capabilities of the car, it should 
serve you well. If desirable, you can add dual master 
cylinders, disc brakes, brighter lights, bigger tires, or 
other items. All the parts necessary to maintain or 
upgrade are readily available and not all that expen-
sive. Be sure you have good seat belts and maybe add 
a shoulder harness as some in our club have. Don’t look 
for air bags; they will probably never be available on 
the aftermarket. And lastly, the crushable front end 
on a Corvair has been a saving factor in crashes I 
have read about in other club newsletters, as well as 
incidents over the years in this area. 

Reliability: Again, bringing a 50 year old car up to 
acceptable maintenance standards is a priority for 
safety and for reliability. A car rolls on four wheel 
bearings; repack them all. It has two or four U-joints; 
inspect or replace them. Your Corvair has a fan bear-
ing, idler bearing, and generator/alternator bearings; 
repack or replace those bearings. Fix fluid leaks, do 
complete tune-ups, and filter changes, and either use 
a 2012 or newer mechanical fuel pump or an electric 
pump. Maybe add electronic ignition. If you have an 
original gas tank it might be wise to replace it before 
it leaks or fills your filters with rust. Make a list and 
when you complete it you should feel comfortable 
driving it anywhere. A cell phone and a credit card 
round out the list and move you in to the comfort 
zone. 

Enjoyment: A Corvair can be a joy to drive daily if 
you are comfortable with the first two items above. 
It handles well in traffic, is easy to see out of in any 
direction and easy to find in a parking lot full of cars 
that either look dreary or resemble large insects. I 
never get tired of folks coming up and telling me sto-
ries about Corvairs in their past and I know Sandy 
enjoys all the guys that talk to her in the store park-
ing lots or gas stations  

Comfort: A lot can be done 
in this area to suit your 
taste; consoles, cruise con-
trol, wiper delays, GPS sys-
tems, audio, hands free 
phone, etc. Remember wing 
windows and floor vents? 
Corvairs have them and 
they work great. For win-
ter you need a perfect 
heater system (yes it can 
be done) and you may want 
to look at a Vintage Air A/
C system if you can’t drive without A/C. Two HACOA 
members currently have those systems installed. It is 
your baby, it needs to suit you. 

Financial Impact: For starters, Sandy & I have 5 Cor-
vairs on the tax rolls and our property tax for 2012 
was $40.90 in Cass County for all 5. Gas mileage 
should be in the 18-25 mpg range if you do everything 
to improve that item. If you maintain the car it will 
hold its value or more likely will appreciate. We have 
two Corvairs insured for daily driving with the maxi-
mum liability available for $608.00 a year total. I have 
not carried collision or comprehensive on daily drivers 
for 30 years; we are self insured in that area. We do 
carry an umbrella policy for liability on cars and home 
for an additional $263 a year. Our other three Cor-
vairs are licensed as Historic Vehicles and we carry 
Collector Car Insurance on them. This is extremely 
reasonable as anyone who has that insurance knows, 
and at one time I calculated we could easily own, in-
sure, and drive five Corvairs for less than the cost of 
one new car. Maintenance costs: first you can do it 
yourself and second everything is readily available and 
inexpensive compared to dropping off a newer car at 
the repair shop. 

One of our former members worked at an advertising 
agency and drove a red ‘66 convertible when she called 
on clients; they would invariably either greet her in 
the parking lot or follow her out to her car when she 
left. No way to measure the impact but she did that 
for a lot of years. We currently have members using 
their Corvairs to advertise vintage radio & clock re-
pair, DJ catering, and our Corvair Club. There are 
probably others I do not know about (let me know!). 

Old Corvairs can fill a transportation need, provide a 
hobby, give you access to a great social group, fill you 
with pride when you polish it, give you a testosterone 
rush when you race it, make you feel like you are in 
charge when you fix it and maybe even provide you 
with a little investment income. Not bad for a 50 year 
old inanimate object without a single line of code.  



8 

Hello everyone, once again the Circle 
City Corvair Club will be holding its July 
meeting at Falls Park in Pendleton. The lo-
cation for the show has moved to a differ-
ent part of the park due to a conflict with 
another event. There is parking nearby 
those not attending the show. If you are 
attending, then we will have an area for 
everyone to park together and have the 
meeting.  
Those who would like to enter their cars in 
the show are encouraged to show up 
around 8-9 am as the parking starts to get 
crowded for the show. Those who are not 
entering the show and wish to come to the 
meeting will be able to find parking in the 
surrounding area. If you have trouble find-
ing the location, then please feel free to 
contact me. There will be signs located 
around the area to help guide people to 
the show. 
After the meeting is over, you can stay 

and eat as the Kiwanis will be grilling their famous K-burgers for lunch. The Good’s ice cream truck will be showing 
up around lunch time as well. After lunch you can walk around and check out all the great cars that will be on display. 
We usually have up around 100+ cars at our event and we hope to keep growing. We will have trophies presented 
around 2-3pm, or earlier if weather is a problem. 

I have included a map of the area with more information for the show. The meeting location will either be 
inside the community building or you can use the picnic area behind the building. My contact information is on that 
form in case anybody needs to get ahold of me. I hope everyone has a great time at the show. 
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Dave and Gloria Beck seem to be forever on the Road 
 

Following are commentary and pictures of their trip to the Corvanatics Convention, the 

Mini Convention, the Hippie convention and a visit in their spare time to Lexington Ken-

tucky for one of the stops for the Great Race. 

The 1962 "Groovy" Greenbrier Van pictured on the cover of the 2017 July/
August Vol. 39 #6 Corsa Communique was purchased a few years ago by my 
wife Gloria and me from the estate of John Swindle of Florida.   
 
The Communique article was written by a past owner Ed Bittman who currently 
resides in Florida.  Ed documented the history of how and why the van was 
painted with a hippie theme and then used in TV commercials by General Mo-
tors to introduce the Chevy Venture mini van in 1997.  You can Google "Corvair 
hippie van commercial" to view the 30 second commercial showing it morph into 
a Venture Van with music from Canned Heat in the background.  
 
 After sitting behind the Campbell-Ewald add agency in Detroit  for a period 
of time it passed to several owners.   The van had been updated mechanically 

by John to endure the "Great Race" which he entered and ran from Maine to 
Florida in 2015.  It is a 110 power glide and has proven to be very dependable 
with pertronix ignition as the only upgrade I am 
aware of.  
  
Fast forward to this years Mini Convention in Illi-
nois and my wife Gloria drove the Greenbrier 
while I drove our #389 ultra van from Indianapo-
lis to Illinois.  We caravanned with Chris Brown 
and Molly Bacon in their Ultra "Turkle" so it made 
for an interesting convoy with two Ultra's and a 
hippie painted Greenbrier in the middle going 
down the road.   This gave us the opportunity to 
camp in the ultra for 5 days at the nearby Double 

"J" campground and stay at the Crown Plaza Hotel for 4 days since the Ul-
tra Van Rally was just prior to the Mini.  The Greenbrier served us well as a 
shuttle for the other Ultra folks during our stay at the campground.   
 
Molly and Chris organized the mini rally for the Ultra folks and we had a 
great stay with games, coach hopping and lots of tech talk in spite of almost daily rain it didn't dampen 
the good times.  There were 4 Ultra Vans, one former Ultra family and 
several interested parties at the campground from Texas, to New Hamp-

shire and points in-between.  If 
you attended the Corvair Mini 
Convention in Illinois this year 
you know it was a great time 
meeting people from east to 
west and north to south.   
 
A highlight for me was the day 
we spent at the Shelbyville 
County Airport visiting with the 
builder/pilots of the several 
Corvair powered airplanes that 
flew in and allowed our Corvairs 
to park next to the planes for 
pictures.  
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The Great Race was cancelled in 2020 but for 2021 it was scheduled June 19-27 to 
run from San Antonio TX. to Greenville, SC.  Gloria and I decided to drive the hippie 
van from Brownsburg In.  250 miles through some scenic Indiana and Kentucky coun-
try to spend the evening at their overnight stop in Lexington KY.   Our only stop was in 
beautiful Madison In. for lunch at Hinkle's hamburger joint on main street established 
in 1953. This town has recovered nicely from the 2008 recession and church bells still 
play hymns at noon.  The backroads of Kentucky showed off small tobacco plots and 
barns and laundry hanging on the lines. 
 
  I was in hopes of meeting some people who might remember the deceased owner and 
the former navigator of our van who ran the 2014 race from Maine to Florida and 
learn more about how the race works.  We arrived at their hotel stop at 3 p.m. which 
was perfect as the 150 entered cars were slated to start arriving around 5 p.m.  They 
have 8 overnight stops traveling a total of about 2500 miles in the 9 days and had left 
Owensboro, Ky. that morning.   

Most all entries have support vehicles with ex-
tra parts and tools but they are only allowed to travel stop to stop and not 
on the same route as the racers, no cell phone contact unless emergen-
cies.  This is an alphabet soup array of vehicles and all must be pre 1974 
they ranged from 1916 to 1974 and included a 1918 American LaFrance 
Speedster, 1937 Lagonda LG6, 1952 Dodge M37 Military Truck, 1966 Shel-
by Gt 350H, several Hudson's and all the standard Chevy's, Ford's and Mo-
par's you would recognize. There have been Corvair's in the past but the 
only air cooled vehicle was a nice 61 VW bug.  
 
This is a rally with checkpoints along the daily drive and each driver is giv-
en a packet each morning with directions.  You must purchase ($1500) and 
use the official calibrated electronic speedometer and clocks provided no 

gps etc.  (It is a gentlemen's race).  The cars are set off one minute apart but due to breakdowns, getting lost, 
lunch breaks etc. they do get separated by more time than you might think.  There are periods of time when they 
are "off" the clock and a few main roads are traveled but mostly backroads. 
 
We were met at the Lexington Marriott by race director Jeff Stumb who is 
with the Coker Tire sponsor.  He is an amazing person who knows and describes 
with enthusiasm each car and crew.  Jeff graciously parked our van at a promi-
nent spot in recognition of being a past participant.  The announcer Jason 
White kept the excitement going with the description of the cars and drivers 
as they arrived over the next 3 hours or so.  You know they are all in when the 
sweeper truck arrives.  There are transports available for broken unfixable 
vehicles.  The 111* heat in Texas took it's toll on a nice 1940 Cadillac head gas-
ket and some with clutch problems.  
 
 We did meet several people who knew and raced with the past owner of our van and had great visits with many of 
the drivers.  There are 5 classes to enter based on experience and at $6000 to $8500 to enter it is not an inex-
pensive 10 days but you do stand a chance to win a portion of the $150,000 prize money!  There is a special class 
and pricing for under 21 navigated vehicles (drivers must be over 21).  Several people race year after year and it 
is a wonderfully organized event with a lot of comradery and excitement for all.   
 
Next year's 40th Great Race will be June 18-26, 2022 and run from Warwick, RI. to Fargo, ND.              
 
 
  Regards,  Dave & Gloria Beck 
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Circle City Corvair Club Meeting Minutes 6/19/2021 
 

10:20 am to 11:10am 
Jan Bradley presiding, John Shull recording minutes 
Welcome to new members 

No new members 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Health Reports 

None 
Treasurer’s report – started month with $6541.07, ended with $6648.72 
Newsletter Update - Tom 

No new updates 
Activities update 

Still looking for a new Activities Director 
Car show in Pendleton for July meeting, will send information in newsletter 

Old business 
Richard is recovering well from his fall 
Don Daniels had a setback in recovery, back in the hospital 

New Business 
No new business 

Other items to discuss 
Group was updated on our Canadian member giving us the car he purchased, will discuss further in next board meet-

ing 
Tech Talk 
Meeting Adjourned 

For those planning on going to DACC “Homecoming”, It is time 
to make your hotel and  Homecoming reservations 

http://detroitcorvairs.com/Homecoming2021.html 
For homecoming registration 

Hotel Location: 

Wyndham Garden 
2900 Jackson Road 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
(734) 665-4444 

Website 

Special room rate of $89.00 plus tax per 
night. Be sure to mention "Corvair 

2021".  
 

Our alternate motel is the Hampton 
Inn (located next to Wyndham Garden). 

Come and join the gang on a fun filled four 
day adventure to Ann Arbor Michigan and the 
41st DACC Homecoming. We will leave on 
Wednesday morning on the 25th in a caravan 
and return on the morning of the 29th. 
 
More detailed information will be in the August 
newsletter but this should be enough for you 
to make your plans. 

https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/groups/gn/corvair-club-detroit-homecoming
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P.O. Box 17325   Indianapolis, IN  46217-0325 

Our good friend 
Dave Tank 

 

 

Note: 
 

The July meeting will not be at Hubler Chevrolet. The club is participating in the 
Kiwanis Car Show in Pendelton, Indiana  where the meeting will be held. Infor-
mation on the car show is on page 8 of this newsletter. Please plan on attending, 
it gets us driving our cars and it is a fun gathering. 


