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C IRCLE  C ITY  CORVAIRS  August 2022 

Volume Issue Indianapolis, Indiana 

VALVE CLATTER Where Circle City Corvair Club meets 
on the third Saturday of each month 

We are once again having our picnic at the beautiful Southeastway Park. This is a Mari-
on County park that is located  at 5624 S. Carroll Road near New Palestine, IN. This is 
on the south east side of Indianapolis and the quickest way to get there is off I-74 
east. Take the Acton Road exit # 99. Go north on Acton Road and turn (east) right on-
to Frontage Rd/Southeastern Ave. That road will swing you north again and become In-
dian Creek Road. You go past the Buck Creek Winery and ends at road 900W which is 
also S Carroll Road and S County Line Road. Turn left and the park is on your left just 
past W 1100 N. We will be in shelter house #6. 

The club will provide the brats, hamburgers and soft drinks 

We are in shelter # 6. As you come into the park keep right at the Y. We will have our 
banner displayed so you can find the shelter easily. The shelter will be on your right and 
we have our own parking lot.    

Please bring a covered dish and a chair. There are plenty of picnic tables and a grill for 
our use.  Start time will be 10:30. See ya there!!!!! 
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From the Boss 

Valve Clatter is the monthly newsletter of the Circle City Corvairs, a Chapter of the Corvair Society of America (CORSA).  We 
welcome story ideas and articles for publication.  Advertisements for cars and car parts, either  wanted or for sale, are free.  Send 
information to newsletter editor Tom Miller. 
 
                2022         Club Officers                   Visit our web site: http://www.circlecitycorvairs.org 
 
 President:  Jan Bradley   Ph.   317-409-6036 
 Vice President: Dave Beck    Ph.   317-409-5682      
 Secretary:  John Shull    Ph.   765-620-4615     
 Treasurer:  Rod Lasley   Ph.   317-294-2871 
 Activity Coordinator:  Mark Syon    Ph.    
 Directors:  Dan Brizendine   Ph:   317-862-3550 
   Ron Bunten   Ph.   317-590-2056 
   Carlton Smith   Ph.   317-697-0318 
 Newsletter: Tom Miller   Ph.   317-504-4624  
   Technical Advisors: Paul Fox    Ph.   317-605-0724 
   Dan Brizendine   Ph.   317 862-3550     
 Web Master: Rod Lasley   Ph.   317-294-2871 

Hello Corvair enthusiasts!  
 
Or good afternoon depending on when your mail delivery 
comes.. I hope this newsletter finds you well and having a 
great summer! Can you believe itÕs already August? Do 
you have any interesting Corvair stories? If so please 
submit to Tom Miller for upcoming issues of the newslet-
ter. We are always looking for some good Corvair con-
tent!  
 
After the August meeting we are going to proceed to 
North Salem Indiana for lunch. ItÕs about an hours drive 
or maybe a little less. details and directions at the upcoming meeting. See you all at the general 
meeting on the 20th at Hubler! Reminder, the more people we have at a meeting the less chance 
Anita will win the 50-50 drawing!  
 

JB 
New Members:   
Logan Ellingson 
Fishers, IN  46040 
 
Corvair: 64 Monza Coupe 
 
Kurt Lucas 
Culver, IN  46511 
574-250-8993 
Corvair: 61 Rampside, 65 Monza Convertible 
   61 Greenbrier, 65 Monza Coupe 
 
Joel & Judy Van Treese 
Pittsboro, IN  46167 
317-892-3537 
Corvair: 63 Monza Convertible 

We in the club would like to extend our 
help in making the club experience an 
enjoyable time for driving our favorite 
cars and making  friends  and sharing 
new adventures. Contact anyone listed 
below and we will be happy to help in 
any way . Got a problem with your car 
we can help... 
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Way Back When         1967    by Ron Bunten 
 It was a tumultuous year.  
 
 The Viet Nam conflict has now escalated to a full scale war.  President Lyndon B. Johnson and our countryÕs lead-
ers made the decision to send more than 500,000 U.S. troops to the area.  We started to become familiar with 
places such as Hanoi, the Mekong Delta, and the demilitarized zone.  Every evening newscast was filled with pic-
tures of fire fights, bombing raids, and stories of the horrors taking place in this tiny corner of the world.  The 

draft was in full swing calling thousands of young men every day for military 
service.  Most were willing to fulfill this obligation but many were making per-
sonal choices otherwise.  Tales of young men 
leaving the U.S to take safe haven in Canada 
and elsewhere were becoming commonplace.  
Every family in America was quickly becoming 
affected by this war in one way or another.  
Late in the year in a “secret meeting” Presi-
dent Johnson tried to persuade the media to 
make reports on the war more optimistic 
than they really were.  He told the nation 
that we were making progress and inflicting 
greater losses than we were taking.  Shortly 
after that speech the U.S. entered into the 

Tet Offensive which was launched as a “Success Offensive” in an attempt to convince the American public that 
our policies were succeeding.  Despite our own substantial losses, over 45,000 Viet Cong troops were killed as a 
result of the offensive.  The Johnson administrationÕs short term public approval ratings did in fact improve 
slightly with the success of the offensive but by yearÕs end polls showed that disapproval of the Johnson admin-
istration and the PentagonÕs policies had actually increased substantially.  

    
  Here at home we continued to see and hear about escalating race riots, 
peace and anti-war marches, and the hippie movement.  In July, 7000 Na-
tional Guardsmen were called out after major race riots rocked Detroit.  
43 people lost their lives, 342 were injured, and 1400 buildings were 
burned in what was called the “black day in July”.  Similar outbreaks oc-
curred in New York CityÕs Spanish Harlem 
district, Birmingham, Alabama, Rochester, 
New York, and New Britain, Connecticut.  
Tens of thousands of protesters participat-
ed in an organized march in Washington D.C. 

in October.  Peace symbols were seen everywhere along with miniskirts, go-go boots, 
paisley shirts, and wide striped bell bottom pants.  Elvis Presley made news that dis-
appointed thousands of young girls when he married Priscilla Beaulieu in Las Vegas.  
Muhammed Ali was stripped of his world champion boxing crown when he refused to 
report for military duty.  The space race continued but suffered a sad day when as-
tronauts Roger Chaffee, Edward White, and Virgil (Gus) Grissom were killed in a fire 
in their test launch capsule.  We Hoosiers were especially saddened with the loss 
since Col. Grissom was born and raised in Mitchell, Indiana.  Despite the tragedy, 
NASA proceeded with the launch of Lunar Orbiter 3 in preparation for landing on the 
moon and Mariner 5 was launched for a long research journey to Venus. 

     

 Technology was being developed that still is 
appreciated today.  The first countertop micro-
wave oven was introduced.  Do you remember 
the Amana Radar Range?  Stokley Van Camp 
started marketing Gatorade and Burger King 
was founded.  Dr. Christian Barnard performed 
the first human heart transplant which was 
deemed a success even though the patient died 
18 days later.  General Motors introduced a 

new car called the Camaro which planted the company deeply into the mus-
cle car era.  An up and coming fast food chain called McDonaldÕs did test 
market sales for a new sandwich called a “Big Mac”. 
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Way Back When          1967              by Ron Bunten 
The Corvair for 1967 was still being marketed aggressively by GM even though sales 
were plummeting.  A huge sales promotion included an “I Love My Corvair” bumper 
sticker campaign and the Corvair engine was included in a new 50,000 mile engine war-
ranty program.  However, with the decision already made to discontinue the Corvair 
line at some time in the near future factory air conditioning was dropped as an option.  
The Corvair lineup was downsized to include only the base 500 model and Monza 
coupes and convertibles.  In order to meet federal standards side marker lights were 
added.  The 1967 models also included a new collapsible steering column and a dual 
master cylinder.  Minor interior changes also took place.  Corvair sales during the 
first 6 years averaged more than 200,000 units per year but only 22,253 in 1967. 
     
 The nationÕs economy was still strong in spite of the 
unrest both at home and abroad.  The inflation rate 
held steady at 2.8% and unemployment was 3.8%.  The 
cost of a new home still averaged around $24,600 and 
the average household income stayed around $7143 per 

year.  Gasoline was 33 cents per gallon, eggs were 49 cents per dozen, and bacon 
still held steady at 79 cents per pound.  Ummm, bacon.  The average cost of a new 
car remained steady at around $2750.  A movie ticket cost around $1.20 but was 
less for the matinee showing.  

      
The entertainment world was busy turning out new hit 
records and quality movies.  The Beatles were still at the 
top of the charts when they released song of the year 
“Michelle” and a concept album called “Sgt. PepperÕs 
Lonely Hearts Club Band”.  Frank Sinatra recorded 
“Strangers In The Night” and his album hit “Sinatra: A 
Man and His Music”.  Other musical artists with top 40 
hits included Jefferson Airplane, The Doors, The Bee 
Gees, Aretha Franklin, and Englebert Humperdinck, and 
Grammy award winning Fifth Dimension with their song 
“Up, Up, and Away”.  Top movies of the year included 
“Bonnie and Clyde”, “In The Heat Of The Night”, “To Sir 

With Love”, “The Dirty Dozen” with Lee Marvin and “The Graduate” starring new-
comer Dustin Hoffman.  Not one of my favorites but “Rolling Stone” magazine also 

started publication this year. 
      

1967 was a rather uneventful year for me since all of my time was 
taken in school while still working as 
many hours as I could at both filling 
stations and spending some time with 
Anita.  My 1960 Dodge was still run-
ning strong even though someone 
crashed into it one night while it was 
sitting in a hospital parking lot.  My 
insurance agent deemed it to be a 
total loss but I straightened it out 
the best I could and would drive it 
for 2 or 3 more years. 
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Corvair Repair Work      Mike McKeel             765-358-3930 
 
Corvair Repair Work and Parts   Paul Fox             317-605-0724  
    
Printing Services, Embroidery, Screen Printing KC Designs  Karl Clark              
           812-876-4020 

2022 Club Service Directory 

Corvair Repair Work   Carry-in component rebuilding. Some NOS and used parts.  
        

    Dan Brizendine    317-862-3550      debrizo@comcast.net 

Sunday, 
August 21st 

State Fair Car Show, Pre-registration only limited to 100 cars so if you 
want to go you will need to contact Ron Bunten right away at 317 590-
2056 

Monday, 
September 5th 

Labor Day picnic at Southeastway Park. Starts at 10 AM  This will be 
a club event with the club providing the burgers and brats and drinks. 
Bring your family, Corvair and your favorite pitch in for the picnic 

September 8 –10 Join us for a three day Corvair event at the Corvair Museum in Spring-
field Illinois. Also the 73rd Secretary of State Car show in downtown 
Springfield. The Corvair is the featured car. 

Saturday, 
December 3rd 

Annual Christmas Party 

Saturday, 
September 17th 

Regular meeting at Hubler Chevrolet, 10 am Lunch will ne at Happy 
Days ( old Edwards Diner location) 

Saturday, 
October 15th 

Regular meeting at Hubler Chevrolet, 10 am 

Saturday, 
August 20th 

Regular club meeting at Hubler Chevrolet, 10 am We will be doing a 
road trip to North Salem for lunch at Perillos Italian diner.  It is about 
an hours drive from Hubler Chevrolet. 

Saturday, 
November 19th 

Regular meeting at Hubler Chevrolet, 10am 
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FOR SALE 

I have 1963 Monza Spyder convertible for 
sale. I purchased this car from John Mavity 
B4 he died 20 some years ago . I think he 
was a past president of this club. Asking 
19,900.00 OBO. This is a running, driving, 
car. Needs  nothing to go cruising ! Car is 
Yellow, black top and boot , black original in-
terior. I live on Southside of Indy and will 
show anytime. Car presents very well. Please 
call 317 372 9061 anytime B4 10:00 PM with 
questions 

 thanks Bill Patterson.  

 FOR SALE 

This 64 Monza is a very good running car. 
Recently tuned up and new brakes.  New car-
peting. The body is very solid, only a couple 
of small rust spots on passenger door and 
front fender next to door. The car sat in 
Tennessee for years. 
Standard engine runs and drives well. Asking 
$4500 for it. 
David Dubie <ddubret09@gmail.com>  
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By Mike Dawson 

Things That Can Happen 
1. Early model cars have the blower motor 
resistor pack located in the right side de-
froster duct behind the glove box. On low or 
medium speed the coils are red hot and will 
ignite loose foam from the rear heater box 
causing smoke. There is no easy cure. Switch 
to the high speed (resistors not used) or re-
move the heater box and reline the insula-
tion. 
2. Always tighten your wheel lug nuts with 
the tool you would use if changing a tire on 
the road. Tire stores now over tighten nuts 
to avoid the chance of a lawsuit. When I got 
my last set of new tires I could barely get 
them loose with a cross bar wrench – I 
could never have used the Corvair tire tool. 
Lightly grease the contact end of the lug nut 
(not the threads, just clean them). Note: If 
torque wrench is available set to factory rec-
ommended 65 ft. lb. 
3. Be sure your negative battery cable is 
grounded firmly to the engine and that you 
have at least a 10 gage wire grounded to the 
body. If the engine ground is loose or non ex-
istent, the starter draw will burn clutch ca-
bles, shifter cables, parking cables and heat-
er hoses as it attempts to reach cranking 
amperage. If the body ground is bad, the 
charging system can be erratic. 
4. A rolling or whining noise that does not 
change from acceleration to deceleration is 
probably a wheel bearing. If it does change, 
it is probably a loose differential pinion shaft 
or a worn out ring and pinion. A loose shaft is 
the most common, particularly on a Power-
glide. 
5. A small but pervasive oil leak from the 
“pit” area at the back of the engine that ap-
pears to be a mystery may be either the oil 
pump dummy shaft area or oil coming up one 
or more of the four studs that run through 
the rear cover. The rear housing gasket 
design may leak internally and run down the 
studs. Use a two part epoxy on the dummy 
shaft after cleaning and sanding and use 
sealer under and around the four nuts and 
the skid pan as a temporary fix. 

6. An accelerator pedal that 
gets stiff is usually caused 
by a rusted pivot that has 
pinched the two plastic 
bushings and caused the 
shaft to bind. Remove the 
pedal assembly from the 
floor, carefully remove the 
bushings, dress up the shaft and bushing are-
as and lubricate. The two bushings are availa-
ble if you need them. Be sure to index the 
pedal to the shaft before removal 

7. A cheap and fairly easy way to make your 
car almost impossible to steal by hot wiring 
the ignition is to add an 18 gage black wire to 
the negative side of the coil and route it to 
the left underside of the dash (or wherever 
suites you). Mount a single throw switch and 
connect it to ground. If you have a tachome-
ter, simply splice in to the wire at the front 
and add the switch to ground. 
8. Poor idle, loss of take off power and ping-
ing can be dirt in a carburetor idle and tran-
sition circuit. With the engine running, block 
off one carburetor while quickly accelerating 
the engine. This creates a very high vacuum 
and usually will suck the dirt on through. Also 
remove the idle screw and blow through that 
hole as well as the larger of the two small 
holes in the top of the venturi cluster. 
9. Carburetor diagnosis can be aided by using 
a can of Gumout carburetor cleaner. Gently 
spray a mist over each carburetor while the 
engine is running – the problem side will cause 
the engine to speed up, the good side will 
keep the rpm the same or lower it. 
10. The shop manual tune up guide discusses 
putting a small amount of lubricant under the 
rotor; this lubes the advance shafts. If this 
has been ignored over the past 40 years, it 
will cause rough running, pinging and hesita-
tion. Check the play in the shafts simply by 
removing the rotor and try moving the outer 
shaft (with the lobes) back and forth across 
the inner shaft. There should be almost no 
movement.  
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Hello Boys and Girls.  
Here is the information we have been waiting for, all the trip information you will need 
to participate in the September Corvair Museum Outing in Springfield Illinois. 
 
We will be doing a Caravan to Springfield. Leaving from the Kroger parking lot located on 
Rockville Road and Avon Road (267). The departure time is 8 am for the 200 mile trip 
to Springfield. Stops along the way will be made as needed. For more information and to 
let us know you will be joining us for the trip over, Contact Tom Miller at 317-504-
4624,    tomill@att.net 
 
 
 
 
Schedule of Activities: 
Thursday: Welcome dinner at the Museum. Open house 2:00 PM. 
Thursday:  Dinner at 5:00 PM. 
Friday: Route 66 Road Tour begins 9 AM. 
Friday: SOS Show Welcome Party begins 5:30 PM at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. 
Saturday: Secretary of State Auto Show, Springfield Illinois.  Arrive 7-10 AM, Prep time 10-noon.  Judg-
ing starts at noon.  Awards at 3:30 PM.  Corvair is one of the featured cars. 
Click HERE for additional information about the Secretary of State Auto show. 

Pre-Registration is required. 
If you are either (1) a CORSA Member or (2) Registered on this website, you can log-in and register online 
HERE: https://tinyurl.com/25ekcr75 
If you are NOT a CORSA Member or Registered on this website, you can still register.  Click HERE to 
download a PDF version of the registration form!    

Hotel Reservations: 
Make your hotel reservations at the Corvair Weekend host hotel by contacting the Springfield Crown Plaza at 
217- 529-7777 and refer to Group Code R5K, Corvair 2022 Block when talking to the reservationist. Sched-
ule of events coming soon.  Plan to join is in this fun weekend! 
When 
September 8th, 2022 12:00 AM through September 10th, 2022 12:00 AM  
Location 
Springfield, IL 
United States 
Download iCalendar entry for this event.  
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Ultra Van Travels  
 
July 6-11 were the dates for the 2022 Ultra Van Eastern 
Rally to be held in Elko Georgia just a few miles south of 
the Peach Tree City Corsa Convention and one week prior 
to it.  Gloria and I headed south from Brownsburg in our 
#389 Ultra on July 3rd and took our time to get to the 
campground where we were all meeting for the week.  We 
did make a stop in Louisville Ky. to walk along the river 
front and visit some shops.  The head door man at the Galt 
House Hotel gave us priority parking for a few hours at 
the hotel while we walked through the bourbon district 
and Louisville Slugger Museum among others. 
 
 Heading south we saw budding Magnolia, Peach and Pecan trees and stopped at an over-
look in the Sequatehie National Valley, a 65-mile scenic byway in Tennessee.  This was the 
first time I had ever seen a View Finder for people who are color blind.  It has En Chroma 
lenses to alleviate the red-green color blindness appearance and help folks to see the fall col-
ors better, I'm sure. To someone with normal vision it appeared very "pink" to look 
through.  At the same overlook were a series of chains to act as a guard rail which had several 
padlocks attached, apparently this is a trend now to make a wish and "lock it in" with your lock 
on the chain. 

    We arrived at the Twin Oaks campground in Elko, Ga. and spent the 
week having our annual Ultra Van business meetings.  This club is as you 
might guess much smaller than Corvair groups with maybe 130 members 
nationwide.  Our rally had about 30 in attend-
ance with us as one of only four ultra-
vans present.  One drove from Vermont one 
from South Carolina one from Florida and us 
from Indy.  All others were in various states 
of repair etc.  It was interesting as ours is a 
110, one was a 95 hp, one was a 140 hp and 
one had been modified to a 4 speed from the 
standard power glide. 

    The highlight of the week was meeting Mark Hasmann, the 
grandson of the deceased Dave Peterson who was the developer 
of the Ultra Van in 1960.  He flew in from California and told many stories of what he remem-
bered about his grandfather's travels and developing the company that made them. Mark now 
has two Ultra's of his own and is getting them road ready to relive what he remembered with 
his own family.  Mark also provided a drawing from the late 50's of what his grandfather 
hoped the Ultra Van would ultimately look like although is never got to that point. 
    At the end of the week, we headed for home via the smaller roads through Georgia, Tennes-
see and Kentucky stopping at junk yards to ask about any Corvairs that might be there but 
found none.  One guy laughed and said no Corvairs BUT I would love to sell you a Vixon that 
needs a lot of work, no thanks. 
    Gloria prepared almost all of our meals from the camper as we stopped in small town parks 
to have lunch and although temperatures were high 90's each day, the lack of any headwinds 
allowed us to travel 55-65 mph with no issues.  The many long grades and hills were another 
issue with several slow, low gear traverses.  God gave us safety of travel and many great con-
versations with folks as always. 
I suggest you take your Corvair out for a day trip or two and longer trips as you gain confi-
dence, it is such an adventure.  No need to wait on that group drive!! 
 
Dave & Gloria Beck 
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Circle City Corvair Club Board Meeting Minutes 7/05/2022 
 
6:00pm to 6:20pm at Hubler 

Jan Bradley presiding, John Shull recording minutes 
Board Attendance: Jan Bradley, John Shull, Rod Lasley, Ron Bunten, Dan Brizendine, Dale Smiley, Tom 

Miller, Carlton Smith 
Treasurer’s report – started month at $8170.10, ended month at $8140.10 
Newsletter Update – Tom 

No new updates 
Tom is working with Eddie to get new logos finalized for use 
Upcoming events discussion 

Pendleton Car Show on July 16th (will be hosting club meeting) 
Meet at McDonalds off I-69 Pendleton exit at 8am 

State Fair car show coming up, pre-registration only, limited parking space 
Hendricks county fair car show July 17th, club members will be meeting near Avon at 1pm to go 

to show 
Springfield Mini-Convention September 8-10, future discussions will be needed for convoy, make 

sure to book a room early if going 
Christmas Party will be December 3rd, same location as usual, will need to discuss catering op-

tions 
Labor Day Picnic at Southeastway Park, September 5th 

Meeting Adjourned 

Ron Bosarth shows that you’re never to old to work on your car. So get out 
there, fix em and drive em 
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P.O. Box 17325   Indianapolis, IN  46217-0325 

Our good friend 
Dave Tank 

 

 


